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The Six Generations living in America       2

•GI Generation  1901-1924

•Mature/Silents 1925-1945

•Baby Boomers    1946-1964

•Generation X       1965-1980

•Generation Y/Millennium  1980-2000

•Generation Z/Boomlets >2000
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What is the Social Identity of the GI         3

Generation?

• The Hero...

• GI generation: born between 1901-1924

• Came of age during the Great Depression and World War II- defining events 

• "Good Kid" Reputation

• Beneficiaries for new playgrounds 

• Scouting clubs 

• Vitamins 

• Child labor restrictions - prohibit child employment under the age of 14 



How Did the Great Depression Distinguish  4

Generational Social Identities?
The Facts: 
The Great Depression lasted over a decade, 
beginning with the stock market crash of 1929 and 
ending around 1941. 
A quarter of the work force (about 13 million 
people) was unemployed in 1932, and that was 
only the beginning of the Depression. 
Movies were $0.10 per person, but many were 
unable to afford this price. 
Salaries often dropped below $10.00 per week. 

• The Characteristics: 

• There was a great disparity between familial 
income and the family’s needs and customary 
consumption level. 

• Some people were able to maintain financial 
status despite the loss of the breadwinner’s 
income because they had savings, loans, and 
new earnings by other family members. 

• Some families were affected less if they had not 
invested in the stock market or had jobs that 
were still necessary, making the risk of 
unemployment rare for them. 

• After the Great Depression, some people tried 
their best to pay back loans, but some were 
never able to do so. 

• Family was very important and family members 
were usually close knit and stuck together. 



From the GI Generation to the Mature/Silents 5

• The Great Depression: the Great Divide Between the GI 
and Silent Generations:

• The GI Generation had a squeaky clean image ("Good Kid" 
reputation), so the Silent Generation followed in rebellious 
pursuit. 

• While the GI Generation enjoyed large economic growth as 
they grew up and were hit harshly by the Great Depression, 
the Silent Generation grew up in economic dearth and came 
of age during the recovery period afterwards. 

• With the GI Generation setting up such a strong wholesome 
model for the Silent Generation to follow, the Silent 
Generation became very ambitious and felt a strong need 
for status, power, and achievement. 



The Social Identity of the Mature/Silents 6

• A child’s reputation is largely dependent upon the social status of his or 
her family.

• Ambitious, often seeking achievement, power and status.

• Patriotic and trusting of the American government.

• The Silent Generation is known for starting with nothing and then 
gaining it all. 

• Identifies closely with the GI generation.



The Six Generations living in America      7

•GI Generation

•Mature/Silents

•Baby Boomers

•Generation X

•Generation Y/Millennium

•Generation Z/Boomlets
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The Social Identity of the Baby Boomers       8

• Individual Choice important

• Community Involvement

• Health and wellness

• Adaptive and goal-oriented 

• Positive attitude

• Confidence in work

• Avoid conflict
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•Generation X
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Social Identity for Generation X            10

• Future was given to their parents and older 
siblings.

• Era of emerging technology and political 
incompetence.

• Spent less time with parents (Latch key children)

• Economy took a downturn and many were having 
difficulty (move back with parents. The boomerang 
generation)

• Took time to develop careers, delayed marriage, 
postponed having children.

• Depression and Anxiety
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Social Identity for Generation Y        12

• Self expression is more important 
than self-control

• Marketing and branding self is 
important

• Violence is an acceptable means 
of communication

• Fear living poorly—this is related 
to lifestyle enjoyment, not wealth

• Respect must be earned; it is not 
freely granted based on age 
authority or title.
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Convert the Six to Four     13

• GI Generation

• Mature Silents

• Baby Boomers

• Generation X 

• Generation Y/Millennium

• GenerationZ/Boomlets

• Veterans  (1922-1945)

• Baby Boomers (1946-1964)

• Generation X (1965-1980)

• Millennials/Y (1981-2000)
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US Population is aging                  43
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Social Security to Run out of Money                   44
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U.S. Population Projections by Age       45
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Replacement-level fertility 47

Replacement fertility is the total fertility rate at which women give birth to enough babies to 
sustain population levels.

• Total fertility levels of about 2.1 
children per woman. This value 
represents the average number of 
children a woman would need to have 
to reproduce herself by bearing a 
daughter who survives to childbearing 
age. If 

• replacement level fertility is sustained 
over a sufficiently long period, each 
generation will exactly replace itself in 
the absence of migration. 



Replacement Value             48

Whites = 1.8
Blacks = 2.0
Hispanics = 2.2
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The U.S. Fertility Rate Has Fallen During Periods of Economic Decline           49
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Fertility Rates for Latinas and Black Women Are 50

Approaching Those of White and Asian Women.

* Preliminary data.
Source: National Center for 
Health Statistics



2050                                    2044               51
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U.S. Census Population projections (2012)[59]

2015 2050

Whites1 77.4% 70.8%

Non-Hispanic Whites 61.8% 46.6%

African Americans2 13.2% 14.4%

Asian Americans2 5.3% 7.7%

Multiracial Americans2 2.6% 5.4%

Hispanics/Latinos (of any race) 17.8% 28.0%

Non-Hispanics/Latinos (of any race) 82.2% 72.0%

1 Including Hispanics and Some other race
2 Including Hispanics

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_the_United_States#cite_note-59
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-Hispanic_Whites
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asian_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multiracial_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispanic_and_Latino_Americans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispanic_and_Latino_Americans
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(1990 and 2014 census) 

Name 2014 rank 1990 rank Change

Smith 1 1 0

Johnson 2 2 0

Williams 3 3 0

Brown 4 5 +1

Jones 5 4 -1

Miller 6 7 +1

Davis 7 6 -1

Garcia 8 18 +10

Rodriguez 9 22 +13

Wilson 10 8 -2

Martinez 11 19 +8

Anderson 12 11 -1

Taylor 13 10 -3

Thomas 14 12 -2

Hernandez 15 29 +14
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• They are not needed

• trend among young adults to 
postpone having children.

• the recession/Unemployment 
concerns

• future trends in women's 
employment and earnings 
relative to men
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negative
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• America is an aging population

• Its culture is changing and will 
reflect a more Hispanic lifestyle

• Social security is doomed to failure 
Other arrangements should be 
made

• The new Millenniums will be in 
charge in the future

• America needs to revamp its 
educational system to remain 
competitive in the world
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