
The American Class System    1
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Caste System                2

• This is a social system based on ascription or birth.  A pure caste system is closed because birth 
alone determines a persons entire future.



Example of Caste System       3



Social Stratification                 4



Class System In                    5

the United States
Social Class Percent of Population Yearly Income

Upper 1% $500K+

Upper Middle 15% $100K

Lower Middle 33% $30-$70K

Working 30% $16-30K

Lower 14% $16K or less

Unemployed, homeless/

Welfare (Sometimes called the under class)

1% $0K
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WEALTH                     7
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POWER                                     8
(Influence)
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PRESTIGE                   9

Wealth and Income

Education

The type of work you do. 

Where you work

Power



Prestige Scores 2014          10

• Member of president's cabinet               89
• Physician                                      82
• College professor                  78
• Judge                                  76
• Attorney                               76
• Astronomer                         74
• Dentist                                     74
• Priest                                      73
• Bank officer                           72
• Engineer                                   71
• Architect                                    71
• Chemist                                  69
• Nurse                                        62
• School teacher                      60
• Author                                     60

•

• Accountant                             57
• Actor                                         55
• Computer programmer                             51
• Athlete                                   51
• Bank Teller                                  50
• Electrician                                    49
• Police officer                                 48
• Fire Fighter                                                  47
• Secretary                                      46
• Mail carrier                               42
• Plumber                                        41
• Farm owner                                     41
• Dancer                                         38
• Mechanic                                       37
• Bus Driver                                   32
• Cashier                                      31
• Gas station attendant                        22
• Taxi Driver                                    22
• Garbage collector                             17
• Janitor                                       16
• Maid                                          14
• shoeshine                                   9



Prestige can be Fleeting       11
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Prestige can be Fleeting            12

(Celebrity Status)

• Bill Cosby has been publicly 
accused of raping, drugging, 
coercing or sexually assaulting 40 
women since 1965, and many of 
them have only started to come 
forward since October 2014.

• The 78-year-old comedian hasn’t 
been charged with any crimes 
stemming from the allegations, 
but over a decade after the first 
accuser went public, the world 
has increasingly taken notice. 
Many of Cosby’s live 
performances have been canceled 
or postponed amid the avalanche 
of claims. Netflix postponed his 
special indefinitely and TV Land 
nixed “Cosby Show” reruns from 
its lineup.
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Lower class                    13
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The World of Alex               14



The Church is in the Neighborhood  15



Who you Marry/Live with       16



Employment                  17

• Davonna Woods is a former store 
manager for a high-profile 
pastor’s fast food restaurant. She 
claims to have worked hundreds 
of hours of overtime, even while 
pregnant, but was never paid for 
them. After her father and sister 
died because of gun violence, she 
was offered a job at the 
restaurant after much 
publicity. But it turned into a 
negative experience that she is 
now trying to sort out legally. She 
keeps tattoos of her loved ones on 
her arms, but has moved far away 
from the Austin neighborhood.
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Education and employment based on                 
Class (Social Class Affects Life Chances)                  19

Educational 
Achievement. 
Children’s 
educational 
achievement as a 
function of
their parents’ 
achievement. 
Source: US Dept of 
Education
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Life expectancy based on 
Income & class                20



Social class and health 21

Social Class Still-birth rate Infant mortality rate

Mortality rate

(1-15 years)

Standardised mortality 

ratio (men 20-64 years)

Upper 4 4 18 66

Upper-middle 4 5 16 72

Middle-middle 5 5 16 100

Lower-middle 5 6 26 117

Working 6 7 22 116

Lower 8 8 42 189



Having more at an earlier Age    22



Children
Single Parent Families             23



Housing Issues                     24 

• James Starks 
was a 
maddening 
character for his 
neighbors, who 
were upset at 
his lack of care 
for the property 
he occupied. 



When I was there with him, a neighbor confronted him 
with anger outside his property. Neighbors like her 
were furious, accusing him of being a squatter and 

lowering their home values. He just laughed and went 
back inside his dwelling.               25



He then led me on a tour of the interior of the home and an 
outside property that he said was his.  This included a filthy 

vacant lot that he claimed to clean every day. 26



The Vacant lot                27



They have little power, life just                       
happens                      28



29



30



31



The home of Austin resident Brian Corbin is owned by a non-profit group who was 
pressuring him with eviction to pay what he owed for living in the home. Corbin 

claimed a misunderstanding and said he was upset with his treatment by the 
organization. When I caught up with him, the result was that he was living with 

the uncertainty of what his next move would be.                   32



Maslow's Hierarchy           33



Working Class                34

Working Cass People 
are part of a long 
American tradition



Changes in the working class      35

• There is nobility in 
the work

• The Changing 
population of 
working class reflects 
Ethnic/Racial 
changes

• Some white collar 
now

• Also includes 
Agriculture



Sometimes we boarder between     36

Middle and Working Class



Working Class                   37

• Work is more disciplined 
and has more continuous 
supervision

• 56% own their own 
homes

• Fewer benefits

• College generally not an 
option

• Many don’t vote except 
for Obama

• Can be very direct in their 
viewpoints
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Middle Class                  38



Adjusted Class System          39

15%

33%

30%

20%



Middle Class                  40

• About 40-45% of U.S. 
population

• Tremendous influence 
on culture.

• Television and movies 
usually show middle 
class people

• Commercial advertising 
is aimed at them

• They Vote
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And, They generally are voting     41

Republican



Difference between the Wings   42



On Taxes                       43

Left Wing Right Wing



44



Middle class is the striving for the    45

“American Dream”
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Big jump to Upper Class       46



A recent trend is emerging     47
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The Upper Class                 48

• This is about 5 % with 
income over $205,000

• Source of income such 
as inheritance, stocks 
and bonds, real estate 
and investments.  This 
distinguishes them from 
other classes
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Comparisons in terms of Satisfaction    49 
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Some People aren’t effected by the  50

Recession
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Story of Doctor Weber        51
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C. Wright Mills                   52



Three concentrations of Power    53
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