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Hrons 1939.

"Hy, nakonen-to!"

" JleBouku, mopa!"

Cupena, Oomnpie wu3BecTHass Kak "OyiBon", TpOMKO TpyOWsa, pa3HOCSCH
JIOBOJIbHO BHYIIUTEIBHBIM KUPOUYHBIM 31aHusaM  Kexbepu Bopke, u maxke
JIOHOCUJIACh JI0 OKpY>KaBIIMX (aOpHUKy JEpEeBbEB U JY)KA€K CO CKOILIEHHOM TpaBoOM,
U3BEILAs BCIO OKPYTY O TOM, YTO JHEBHAsl CMEHA 3aKOHUYMiIack. Paboune nBuramuce B
HEYMOJIKAIONIEM TIIO0TOKE 4epe3 pasiuyHblie (aOpuyHble I1€Xa, CIyCKasich B
pa3zieBaJIK1, YTOOBI B3SITh CBOM BEIIH.

O Mapian cHsuta roJioBHOM yoop u Oenbiif xanat. HakoHen-To mpuiuio
BpeMsi MITU JIOMOM. Y Hee ¢ yTpa 0oJieno ropiio, ¥ Korja oHa padoTajia B LEXY
YIaKOBKH, OUlylana OOJb eme CHibHee. PAaoM ¢ HEll CTpeMHUTEeNnbHO Hecaach
(bHOJIETOBO-30JI0Tasi peKa IIOKOJIAJHBIX IUIMTOK, KOTOphIE HE0OXOAUMO OBLIO
NepecunTaTb M YIMaKoBaTb, HO €€ IJa3a ObLIM MOKPBITHI T'YCTOM NENeHOW, Aenas
OUYepTaHUs HACTOJIBKO HESICHBIMM, YTO OHA €][Ba MOIJa COCYUTATh IIECTh, 3aTEM €Il
HIECTh IUIUTOK U YJIOKHUTH UX B KOPOOKY.

"Panu Bcero cesitoro, cobepuch!" - roopuina oHa cede. Bo Bpems nepepsiBa
JIeBYIIIKA BCIUIaKHYyJa B yoopHoii. Ho make mocie 3Toro oHa He MO4yBCTBOBaja ceos
Jqy4uie.

-Onu, BoH Tam! - Ee nmoapyra PyOu, 3ameTuB B TOJIIIE MEIHO-PHIKUE BOJIOCHI
Onau, momaxana ei nmyxjou pykoi. "JlaBailt moropamiuBaiics”". OHa yke B3suia CBOU
KaKkeT W OblJa roToBa WUATU. J{Be NEBYUIKM BBHIIUIM 32 BOPOTa W HANpPAaBWIKHCH B
cTOpoHY BypHBUIIIBCKUX 6ACCEMHOB, 3TO ObUT UX OOBIYHBIA MAPIIPYT.

bt sipkuit, 3HOMHBIN osaeHb. Caibl ObLIN MOJIHBI IIBETOB, XOTS apoMaT po3 U
JaBaHJbpl HUKOTJA HE ObUT TaKUM 3aMETHBIM JJIA MPOXOXKHMX, KaK 3amax LIOKO0JIaJa,

KOTOPBIN AOoHOCHIICS ¢ (habpuku. Daau u Pyou paboTanu B 3TOM apomare MmoCTOSHHO,



NO3TOMY OHH €ABa JH ero BooOmie 3ameyanu. Kak TONBKO OHU TMOKHHYJIH
Tepputoputo Gadbpuku, PyOou nocrana malieHbKOe 3epKaliblie M YCTpPEMHJIa B3TJISA
Tyla, YTOOBl HAaKpacUTh CBOM MyXJble TyObl SIPKO- KpacHOW MOMaJIOH.
Y 10BNETBOPUBIINCH MOJYYEHHBIM PE3YIbTATOM, OHA TTIOCMOTpEIa Ha DAJIH.

-Uto ¢ T0601? - PyOu JIEeTOHBKO TOJIKHYJIA €€ IOKTEM.

-Beirnsaumie tak, OyaTo Bero Henento B borHope co ckyku ymupaiia.

-O, PyOu, - yneiOnynace Onmu. OHa 4yBCTBOBasia ce0s TakoW XPymKoOM u
YTOHUYEHHOH PsIIOM cO CBOEM Beceno u Jopoanoi Pyou. Jlpyrue neBymku apasHuiu
UX, Ha3bIBasg "UMOUpPH M Kakao', KOrja OHU BIIepBble MpUIILIK HA padoty B Kenbepu.
Becnyiryaroe nuio 11 U ee KaluTaHOBBIE KyApH, U MOJHOE, KaK JiyHa, Tuio Pyou
C TYCTBIMU U TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, TaKH€ pa3Hble JEBYIIKU HCIOJIb30BAIU JIHOOYIO
BO3MOXHOCTh, YTOOBI BCTPETUTCS, MEPEUICNTHIBAINCH U XUXUKAIU. W naxke mAaTh JetT
CITyCTSl OHM HUYYTh HE U3BMEHUJIUCH. 32 UCKIIFOYEHUEM TOTO, YTO B TOT MOMEHT D1
C IPYCThIO MIOJIyMasa, YTO HUYTO M HUKOTJA YK€ He OyJIeT KaK IpexIe.

-B36oapuce! Tl 3amyx BeIXOAuInb B cy00oTy! Thl mOMKHA, HET, TIPOCTO
o0s13aHa ObITh CHACTIIMBOM! - crioBa PyOu BHIOMIIM €€ U3 pa3MBbIILIJICHUH.

-A s u cyacTiuBa! - 3asBuia DM, a TOTOM TYT K€ PacIljlakaiach.

"4 xouy BbIiTH 3a J[>)KE€Ka U cbeXaTh, HAKOHEL, U3 ITOTO JJOMa, U OT MaMbl, U OT
BCEro...s1 He MOTy OOJIbIIIE JKJaTh, TOJIBKO KaK ObI s XOTeJa HE MOKUAATh 3TO MECTO,
Moo paboTy. S He 3HaIO, KaK Bce 3TO BbiHecy! be3 miaBaHus U XyJ0KECTBEHHOTO
KpPY>KKa, MbI BeJIb 3/1€Ch KaK OJTHa CEMbs C TOOOM U CO BCEMH OCTaJbHBIMHU, 51 OyAy Tak
CUJIBHO CKy4YaTb..."

-O, Onu...-Pybu o6Hsa ee 3a tuieun U KPemnko mpuxania K cede.

-31ech OyJeT Tak mycTo 6e3 TeO4...

- s 6yny MOCTOSIHHO yMaTh O TOM, YTO MbI ¢ J[?>KEKOM 3aKOHYUM TaK XKe, KaKk
Marthb ¢ oTom!

[Ipu MbIcan 0 Mmatepu D, Hemm Mapiuai, KoTopyro oHa cuuTana HopoYHON

cTapoi BeapMOH, niio PyOu cTamo yrproMbiM.



-Hukorga! W depe3 MWUIMOHBI JI€T Thl HE CTaHEUIb Takou! - YTOOBI
noa00ApUTh MOAPYTY, OHA €lIE pa3 clierka TOJKHYJAa D11 B OOK.

-Y Bac c¢ Jlxekom Bce Oynaer xopowo, s Oyay HOpUXOAUTb, YTOOBI
nocIyIeTHUYaTh ¢ ToOoi. Ho s yke HeoBOJIbHA, YTO ThI paHbllle MEHsI Hallljla MyXa,
Morjia Obl W mojnoxnaars! - PyOu Bcemu cuimamu crtapajnach OTBJIEYb MOAPYTY OT
IPYCTHBIX MBICIEH. DM CMeslach CKBO3b clie3bl. PyOu Bceria Haxoauia CrocoObI
noa0opuTh ee. Tak HecnenHo oHM no0panuch A0 yrina Kurrtu Poy.

-MHe Hajgo B ropoja, Mama IONPOCHIIA KYyNUTh MsAcCa WIM 4Yero-to eme. A,
IoXanyu, npouaycs no J>xamanika Poy. /la u x 4aro y HacC HET HUYETO...

Onau ObUIO OYEeHb Kajidb mojapyry. Beero nuinbs rox Hazaa cembsi bonHepoB
Oblla camMOM CYacT/IMBOM, a B WX JOM OJJM BCerja MPUXOAWIa C TaKUM
YIAOBOJIbCTBUEM, OH Ka3aJCsl €l CaMbIM IPUATHBIM MECTOM Ha 3€MJIe, KOTOPOE OHa
Korjaa-nmu6o 3Hana. M ona npoBoamia Bce cBoOoaHOe BpeMs Tam. MimeHHo BoHHepsI
MIOMOTJIU € MOHSITh, YTO CEMEIHAs KU3Hb HE JOJKHA ObITh TPYAHOU, TOPHKOM, KaKOi
Onam Beerna ee cebe u npencrapisia. Ho cmepTs otiia Pyou Bce u3menumna. DTenb,
MaTh PyOu, Bcerna Obuia dU3HEPAJOCTHOU, (PUIYPUCTON >KEHILIMHOM C KpalleHbIMU
CBETJILIMH BOJIOCAMHM; BEYHO ITOIOIIAsl M CMEIOIIAsCs, ceiiyac cTajga IpyCTHOM, yOUTOM
ropem B/10BoM. OHa LIETUKOM TMOrpyXkanach B ce0sl U, Ka3ajJoch, YK€ He MOIJIa BBIUTH
U3 3TOT0 COCTOSIHUS. Eif ObUIO OYEHb TPYAHO CIPABIATHCA CO BCEM 3TUM B OJIMHOYKY,
u PyOu, kak crapiiasi ¥ eIMHCTBEHHAs 104b B CEMbE, B3s1JIa BCE B CBOU PYKH.

BonpmmHCTBO CcyOOOTHHMX BEYEPOB OHA MPOBOAMIA B TOpOJE, MO3AHUMHU
BEUEpaMHU Jienas MOKyNnku B bynm PuHI, rne nmpuinaBky Bcerjga TYCKIO OCBELIAINCH,
TaM OHAa W BBIMCKMBAJIA LIBITUIAT, MSICO U GPYKTHI U MAaYKU PACKPOIIEHHOTO TMEYEHbS
Mo camMblM HHM3KMM leHaM. benHoit PyOu mpummocs craTh MaMol Uisl MSATEPBIX
OpaTheB, a elle U OCHOBHBIM HCTOYHUKOM JIOXOJIOB B CEMbE.

Py6u Boirsinena odeHb ycraBiied B mocinenHee Bpemsi. OHa jenana Bce, YTO
MOTJIa, HO MHOTJa ¢ IrpycThio npousHocuiaa: "Kak Obl s xoTena, 4ToObl OHA CHOBA

cTajla HACTOAIICH MaTephlo MU Hac." - ¥ roBOpUJIa OHAa ATO TaK, 4YTO Cepile DU



CKUMAJIOCh OT OO0JH.

-5 mpoBOXKyY TeOs 0 OCTAHOBKH, - CKazayia D1 - MHe B34Tb TBOIO CYMKY?

Py6u monua npotsHyna cyMmky. [loka oHM K121 BO3MOXKHOCTH MEPENUTH Yepe3
bpucrons Poyza, oHa HbIpHyJa B CyYMKy M BBITAlllJIa OTTyAa Mapy IMOMSATHIX
mokojiafok. HecmoTps Ha TO, 4To OHa NaBHO paborana Ha ¢adpuke, JAEBYIIKa HE
MOTJIa YCTOSITh Mepe]l MOKoaaaoM. MHorue pabOTHUKHA OBICTPO yCTaBaldu OT HETO,
OKPYKEHHBIE €T0 BUJOM U 3aI1aXOM M30 JHS B JE€Hb.

-Ha, BOT, BO3bMU, yrOIIauncs.

['maza Dpau cy3unuch OT HEMOTO YIPEKA.

-Ilonyuums xKorna-uuOynb 3a 3to! HeyauBurenbHo, 4TO y T€Os MPBILIH, - OHA
B3sJla UIOKOJIAJIKY, OTJIOMHUJIA HECKOJIBKO KYCOYKOB M OTIpPaBWIa HX B POT.
PaGotaukam ¢abpuku pas3pemanoch €CTh MIOKOJaa, TOKa OHM HaXOIWINCh Ha €e
TEPPUTOPHUH, HO OpaTh €ro JOMOM CTPOro 3aMpPEIIaoch.

Py6u mo>xana miueyamu, U 3TO ABMKEHUE BCKOJIBIXHYJIO €€ OOJBIIYIO TPY/Ib.

-KTo 06 3TOM mymaer? OHM HHMKOTJAa HE 3aMEUalOT, JaK€ €CJIIM U BBIHOCHUIIIH
HIOKOJIaJ] C COOOM.

-ThI yKacHBIN YEIIOBEK, - CKa3ajaa D1 005, BAHOBATO CMaKYsl IIIOKOJIA/.

O06e faeBylIIKH CTOSUIM PSIIOM, B TO BpeMsl Kak oOdYepellb BBICTPOMIIACH B
OKHJaHUU aBTOOyCa B ropoA. DU HACIAXAAIaCh COJHEYHBIMHM Jy4YaMH, KOTOPBIE
Jiealii BECHYIIIKM Ha €€ TOJBIX pyKax emle Ooisiee 3ameTHhIMHU. Ha Helt Obln jerkuit
KapJIUraH, a pyKaBa OHa 3aKaTHJIA 110 JOKOTh. DTO YK€ BOLUIO B MIPUBBIUKY -HUKOTJA
HE OOHaXaTh JIEBYIO0 pyKy Bbille JOKTS. Ceituac oHa cuenana 3to. Ha crube neBoii
PYKHM OHa MPUKOCHYJNAch MajbllaMU K OJeIHOMY, OOOXKEHHOMY YYacTKy KOXH,
KOTOPBIN Ka3aycs el TaKuM 0€300pa3HbIM.

-Takoe y)kacHOe MNpoOMILIECTBUE..., - ObBano Hemnu pacckaspiBajia CBOUM
cocelsM-ONIIM Takas HEYKJIIOXKas, HATOJIKHYJIACh Ha MEHS, Korja s Hecia
packaneHHbI yTIOT. Takoif mo3op! - B 3ToM OblTa BCs ee MaTth. Muccuc Mapman -

HEIoKoJieOuMasi, JoImopHasi, crapas JeBa M3 OOIIecTBa TPE3BEHHUKOB, Y KOTOPOM



Kaxgaass OyJlaBKa MMeja CBOE MECTO B JOME, BCEerja HakpaxMaleHHas OJexna,
OTYTIOKEHHBIE CTPEIKH, HO B TO JK€ BpEMs, 3TO KpallHE HECHpaBeJINBasl KCHIINHA,
THEB KOTOPOM DJIM MO3HAJIA B IEHb, KOT/1a €1 UCTIOJIHUIIOCH CEMb.

Matp Onau B TOT J€Hb YTO-TO TJIaJIAJIa HAa OJesuie, KPyTs JIOKTSIMU BO BCE
CTOPOHBI, U TEJIO €€ COAPOrajoch OT HAXJBIHYBIIEH SIPOCTH. DAAM TaK U HE MOHsJIA,
YTO K€ OHA HATBOpHUJA, YEM CIIpoBolMpoBaia Hemin B TOT A€Hb, TOJBKO JIUIIb TEM,
YTO HEMHOrO 3ajJepKajiach nociie MmKoabl? Jla, oHa OCTaHOBWJIACH MOUTPATH IO
nopore aAoMoi. CnycTsi HECKOJIBKO MUHYT IIOCJIE TOro, Kak OHa Bouuia B j1oM, Hemnu
CXBaTujia yTIOT W CKaysl 3yObl MOJONUIA K JAeBoYke. ['71a3a ee ropenud OT 370CTH U
HEHAaBUCTHU

-O10 HayuuT TeOs. S TeOs Hayuy! - mpomiMmena oOHa, B TO BpeMsl Kak
pacKaJeHHBIHN YTIOT YK€ BIe4aTaycs B IJIOTh MaJIEHbKON D1u.

-Hy ut0? bonbHO, HE Tak Jinu?

D10 He ObUI HEeCcYacTHbIM ciydail. Doy mOpomyckKajia IIKOJNy Uu3-3a
HecTepnumMoit 0oy 1 uxopanku. Jlanee - uzBunenus. CTBITHO 32 3TO.

OnHa oTKpbIBaja pyKy, TOJbKO Korjaa xoauia B OacceiiH. Ee HUYTO HE MOrio
ocTaHoBUTh. Tem Ooisiee ee Math. OHa mMouyyBCTBOBajia ceds yyumie. Eif Gomnbliiie He
HY’KHO TUIaKaTh - OHa Beb BBIXOAMUT 3aMyXk. Hakonen-to ybepercss u3 3Toro gpoma
HaBcerna! Onu c¢ Jxekom ouensb moOunu Jpyr apyra. "J[ioOoBb Benb Bcerja
nobexaaet!" - roBopmia ona cebe. Kak B ¢pmibmax. Ha kakoe-To MrHoBeHue oHa
npeacraBuiia ce0d Ha OOJBIIOM 3KpaHe B 00baATHsIX [xkeka. VX ryObl cOnmxkaroTcs,
BCE OCTaJbHOE MEpKHET. ECTh TOJBKO OHM, BO BCEM MHPE, U CKPHUIIKU UTPAIOT BCE
rpoMYE.

W3 mupa rpe3 ee BbIpBal 3BYK TSXKEJOrO IUIaya KEHIIMHBI, KOTOpasl CTOsJa
npsmo nepen PyOu. Daam mouyBcTBOBajia, 4TO 3HAET €€. bbUIO TPyaHO CKas3aTh
TOYHO, CKOJBKO €W JIeT, HO OHa Obuna crapmie Oamu u PyOu, ¢ BbIOMUMHCH
KallITAHOBBIMU BOJIOCAMU, 3aTSIHYTBIMH B TYrOM XBOCT, U3 KOTOPOTO BBIOMBAINCH

HETMOCJYIIHbIE TPSAM W BUIUCh BOKPYr Ji0a W ymieil. Y Hee Obula TMBINIHAS,



KEHCTBEHHAsI (PUrypa, ¢ TOBOJHbHO OONBIIUM OIOCTOM, OHA ObLIa OFETa B TBUIOBYIO
100Ky M YEpHBIN KapJWraH, 3aCTErHYThIN MOBepX ee 0esoil OJ1y3KHu, U Ha HOTax y Hee
ObUIM KOpPUYHEBBIE Ty()JM Ha HU3KOM KaOJyKe, XOTS U JIOBOJBHO CTHIIbHbIE. OHa
TUXOHBKO IUIAKaJa M NPOMAaKWBaja JMIO HOCOBBIM IUIATKOM. OJM BHJENA, Kak
COJIPOTAJIUCH IIJICUH SKSHIIUHBI, U el ObUIO Tak kayb ee. Kazanock, 3Ta >KEeHIIMHA TakK
Oropymiiach, OT TOTO YTO ymaja Tae-To Ha ynuue. Ha Hel Takke ObUIM KpYTJIbIe
CBETJIO-KOPUYHEBBIE OUYKHM, OHA YaCTO MOJHUMANA X Ha JI0O, 4TOOBI BBITEPETH IJ1a3a,
U HECMOTpPS Ha TO, YTO Ija3a OHA MpPOMaKUBajia JOBOJBHO YacTO, CJE3bl BCE PaBHO
JIMITUCH PEKOU.

-Ona xe Toxe padoTaeT Ha padbpuke, HE TaK JU? - DIAU JIETOHBKO TOJKHYJA
Pyou.

-KonTopckas cimysxamas, Oyxrajirep Wid KTO-TO BPOJIE 3TOro?

Py6ou noxana mueyamu. TyT oHM yBHIenu NpUOIMKAIOUIUICS aBTOOYyC U
HayaJid nepebupaTth MOHEThl. [lmauymias KeHIMHA JUMXOpPAZO4YHO IBITANACh
OTBICKAaTh B CYMKE KOLIEJIEK U YPOHMJIA CBOM IUIATOK K HOoram Oxajau. JKeHIInHa 1axe
HE 3aMeTUJIa 3TOro, MO3TOMY DM MOJHSIA HACKBO3b MPOMOKIINI KyCOUYEK XJIOIMKa
Y OCTOPO’KHO TPOHYJIA KEHIIMHY 3a PYKY.

-M3BunuTE, BBl ypOHUIIN MIIATOK.

Jlama, cMyTHBIINCH, OOEPHYIACh, HE TIOAHUMASI TOJIOBBI.

-3Bunute, cmacubo.

"V Hee kpacuBoe Jwuio!"-nmogymana Oaau. Ee Henb3s ObUIO Ha3BaTh
KpacaBHIIEH, MPOCTO OOpOE M OYEHb MWIOE JMI0, A€ HEB3Upas Ha TO, YTO €€
IJia3a CUJIbHO MOKPACHEIN, U HOC TOKPBUICS NSATHAMM.

-Ecnu Ob1 y MeHS1 ObLT YUCTBIN TUIATOK, 51 OBI Jlajia €ro BaMm.

XKenmuna menbkoM orisaena OAJd, NbITasCh HATAHYTh YJIBIOKY Ha CBOE
YAPYYEHHOE JIUIIO.

-Cniacu00, coBceM He00s13aTenbHO, Bel 04eHb JOOPHI.

ABTOOYC C TPOXOTOM MOABEXaAN K OcTaHOBKE. JKEHINMHA MOBEPHYIACch U 3allljia



B cayoH. PyOu, ctos ogHON HOroW Ha cTymeHbke mpokpuyana: "Ilo ckoporo!" Kak
TOJILKO aBTOOYC OTheXasl DJIU yBUJENa NblIHYyI0 Gurypy PyOu, ee rycreie BOiOCHI

Pa3BUBAIMCH, KOI'la OHA BBICYHYJIA I'OJIOBY U3 OKHA, yTOOBI ITOMaxaTh Ha IMpomiaHue.

*Kkkhk*k

Jlxaner XarTtoH BbIIUIa U3 aBToOyca Ha Homureitmn Ctpur. Ee BnaxHbIi
mJ1aToK ObLI BCE ele CTUCHYT B pyke. OHa HanpaBuiack Ha Heto CTput moa MArkum
BedepHuM cBeroM. OHa mounckana B cymMke nauky Players TpscymuMucs majibIliamu.
Curaperbl, €CTECTBEHHO, JIEKaJld HAa CAMOM JIHE CYMKH BMECTE CO CIHMYKaMU, IO
MaJeHbKOM KOCMETHYKOM, KOIIEJIbKOM M HOCOBBIM IIIaTKoM. "O, HET, s He
Kypio!"-ckazana Obl OHA, ecliid Obl €il MPEJIOKUIN 3aKypUTh T/Ie-TO B KoMmmanuu. U
OHa He Kypwia, 0 MEHbIlel Mepe, 0e3 moBoja. Ho Bce ke ceifuac oHa 3akypuiia
CUTapeTy B HAJICK]IE, UTO 3/I€Ch €€ HUKTO HE YBUJUT U HE y3HACT.

Ona npunuia paHo. OH cka3zaj, YTO HYKHO NMPUWUTH B 11ecTh poBHO. Ho ceifuac
TOJIbKO 0e3 uerBepT. OHa moOpouia Bosie Joma KoHCynbecTBa, MBITAsICh TOKYPUTD.
Omna Bcerjia crapanach KypuTh HE 3aTATUBASICh, YTOOBI HE 00KeUb TOPJIO, HO CETOIHS
OHa XOTeJa MOJYyYUTh YJIOBOJILCTBUE OT KyPEHHs, OT 3amaxa 3aKKEeHHOro Tabaka, U B
TOM, YTO OHa OLIyIlaJia, U MPOSIBISJIOCH €€ BYJIbrapHOE MOBEJAEHUE. DTO CHUIIBHO
HaIyTraeT MaTh, 9TO ObUIO YaCThIO €€ MpecTaBiieHns. Ho KypeHue mo3Boiisiio BpeMs
OT BPEMEHHU UYyBCTBOBATH c€0s 3JaKOW COOJA3HUTEIBHON CBETCKOM JeAu, Jaxe B
CBOM 25 oHa He cuuTaiia cedst TakoBoil. [Tonenyun Ajneka, BOCXUIIIEHUE B €ro riazax u
TO, KaK OH CMESUICS HaJl TEM, UTO OHA TOBOPWJIA, TO KaK OHA cama CMESJIach, ropaszio
00JbIIe OOBIYHOTO, OECIIOMOIIHOE U CTBHIAJIMBOE BOCXMILEHHUE OT BCErO ATOrO...BCE
ATO TPOMENBKHYJO B €€ NaMATH, NOKa OHa JOKypHBaja CUTrapeTy..Yero OHa He
Jiernana HU 10 BCTPEYH C HUM, HU TIOCIIE. ..

O boxe, ceronHs OoHa KyTKO Ipe3upaina ceds 3a 31o. OHa Kypwia, oOIllylas

CTpax U yxac.



Bonpmias crpenka My3eWHBIX 4YacoB IOKa3aja 0e3 MATH IIEeCTh. BBIKypuB
CUrapery, OHa IOYYBCTBOBaja ce0sd HEBaXHO. BBIOPOCHB OKYpOK, OHa jgocTana
nyapy, OpUunyapuia Juio, HaKpacuia ryObl, 3arispiBasi B MaJ€HbKOE 3epKallblie U
Jiep’ka ero Kak MOXKHO OJmke K O4KkaM, B KOTOPBIX OHA BCE PAaBHO IUIOXO BHJIETA.
HakoHnenr oHa MakCMMalIbHO 3aMacKHpOBajla CBOM KpacHBIE IJa3a, NPUKpbUIA UX
OUYKaMH, 3aBEpHYJIACh B KapJAWraH, MPUIagWiIa BOJOCH U Orjsaena ceOs B BUTPUHE
MarasuHa.

Ee OnegHoe, oTpemieHHOE U0 B OYKaxX, KOMHA HEMOCIYIIHbBIX BOJOC, Aa €IlIe
u Oe3BKyCcHas yHbUIass ojexna.../la, oHa Buaeina TO, 4TO HUKTO OOJIbIIE HE MOT
yBUNIETh. [nymasi, HaWBHAas CEKpeTaplla C HUYTOXKHO MAaJEHbKUM OKJIAJIOM,
oOMaHyTasi My>KYMHOM, Jia ellle U ¢ BHEOpauHbIM pedeHKoM Toj cepareM. Bot, uro
Bce ckaxyT: "Tbl rmynas, cMmeniHasi, MmajeHbkas gypouka! "OTyasiHue, HaKphIBIIEE €€
nociie paboThl, BepHYJOCh cHOBa. OHa MpuIia B yKac OT caMoil ce6s. Bor oHa,
pecrniektabenbHasi, MOJOJasi JKCHIIWHA, KBaKep, HACaINCTKa, OTOPOCHB BCE,
OECTIOMOIIIHO TOHHUTCS 332 3TUM MYXYHHOW. A 9TOT MYKUWHA, YbHM TJia3a, CIOBa U
PYKHU MPUBOAWINA €€ B TaKO€ BO30YXIAEHUE, KOTOPOTO OHA HUKOI/IA HE MCHBIThIBAJA
panbie. OH mpoOyauil B HEM Takue YyBCTBA, YTO €U MPHUIIUIOCH MMPECMBIKATHCS Mepe/]
HUM, BpaTh, IPUTBOPATHCS, YTOOBI TOJIBKO OBITH C HUM, BEJlb OHA HE ObLIA YACThIO €T0
KU3HU - Y AJleKka Oblia ’KEeHa U MaJICHbKUM ChIH.

B BuTtpuHe MarasmHa TIOSIBMJIOCH HOBOE OTpaXXe€HHE, TakK OBICTPO
npuOIM3HBIIEECs K HEH, UTO OHA ) MOJIPBITHYJIA OT HEOKUJAHHOCTH.

-Anex!

-KoteHok, - oH ynbIOHYJICS, KpacuB, Kak Bceraa. He ObL10 HM 1011 COMHEHUS B
TOM TemIoTe, KOTopas OT Hero ucxoauia. Ho B To ke BpeMsi OH 03upascs ObICTPHIM U
HEPBHBIM B3IJIAJIOM, CMOTpen mnoBepx J[xkaHer, 4ToObl yOenuThCs, YTO 3/1€Ch HET
HUKOT'0, KTO MOT OBl Y3HATh UX U PACKpPBITh UX CeKpeT [[UH - ero >keHe.

-Cropripus! Iloitaem, y MeHst KOe-4To ecTh AJisl TeOst!

-Oi1, - cka3ana oHa OECTIOMOIITHO B TO BpeMs, Kak AJIeK yBJIEKal ee 3a co00il, u



B TO BpeMsl, KaK I'OJIOC BHYTPH Hee MCTOIHO Bonwi: "Her, Thl mOJKHA CKa3aTh eMy
npsamo ceiyac! Ckaxu!"

-JlaBay 3aiieM 3a yroJ, IMOUJIEM.

Ona mnwia 3a HUM, TJSAS Ha OpodUIb YeloBeKa, KOTOPBIM OOTOTBOPHII e,
KOTOPBIN 3aCTaBUJI €€ YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s CaMOM KEJTAHHOH .

Anek ObUT KpPEmKOro TENOCIOKEHHS, C KOPOTKOCTPMKEHHBIMH YEPHBIMU
BOJIOCAMU U ycaMU, pyMsiHbII U oueHb Becenblid. [loBepuyB Ha Mapraper Crpur, oH
PE3KO OCTAaHOBUJICS.

-Tynal

JIKaHEeT OCMOTpEIIACh, CTAPASICh IEPEBECTH TYX.

-Kyna? Yro tam?

Tam, xyga ykazan Ajnexk He ObUIO HUYEro HEOOBIYHOTO, BCErO JIMIIb Mapa
MAalIuH, TPUMIAPKOBAHHBIX Y OOOYMHBI M HECKOJBKO MPOXOXKHUX. AJIEK MOBEN €€ K
OJIHOM U3 MallvH.

-Jl>xon Crnusiep onospkuia MHE ¢cBol OcTuH. Sl ckazal eMy, 4YTO Yy MEHS €CTh
HECKOJIBKO BAQXKHBIX JIEJ HA CETONHAIIHMK Beudep. JlaBai, 3ampeirMBai, ITOKa Hac
HUKTO HE YBUIEI.

-Ho Aunek, nmocnyiaif, MHE HYKHO Koe-uTo TeOe ckazarb. Jla u s mooOemana
MaMme, 4YTO BEPHYCh HE CIMIIKOM MTO3HO CETOJIHS.

-A TbI ¥ He OyeMIb MO3IHO.

OH CKUHYJ KYPTKY, YJABIOHYJICS €M, HETEPHEJINBO MOCTYKUBAsl MaJibllaMU 10
Kpbllie aBTOMOOUIS. Bbl1o 3aMeTHO, 4TO eMy Obl 0YEHb CHJIBHO XOTEJI0Ch KaK MOKHO
CKOpee yOpaTbcst OTCIO/1A.

-JlaBaii, KOTEHOK, MBI IIOTOBOPUM I10 1OPOTE.

I'maBa BTOpAA.

Onnu ma Baonb apnorr Poyn, onHOW M3 MajeHbKUX YJIOYEK, BEIYLIUX



BJIOJIb JIa3apeTa, MUMO HMHXEHEPHBIX IIECIEBPOB AJUIMOTTA, MPOJICTAIOIINX MEXKIY
niocce, MPUCTAHBIO U JKeNe3HOW Joporod. OpHako Kaxkaas U3 TaKuX YJIUI[ ObLia
JIOCTATOYHO JJIMHHOW M HIMPOKOH, YTOOBI pa3MECTUTh JBa psija JOMOB, MO 00e
CTOPOHBI OT JOPOTH, U PSABI 3TU cocTos U3 40 u 6onee JOMOB, TECHO MPHUKATHIX
JPYT K IpYTy, ¢ HEOOJIBIIUMH 33JHUMHU JBOPUKAMU U CaJlaMU, C TyaJleTaMd U OaHSIMHU
BO aBope. Oxna Takas mocTpoiika (06aHs W TyajeT) MpeAaHa3Hadajgach I JIBYX
nomoB. Korga crpoutens, muctep [noBep, co3gaBai 3TOT palOH B CaMOM Hadalie
BEKa, OH Ha3bIBAJI YJIUI[BI UMEHAMHU YJIEHOB CBOEH ceMbU. TakuM 00pa3zoM, 00be31HOM
nyTh Obul Ha3BaH Kurtu Poya, a octanbusle ynuubl-lapinort, Munau u I'nosep.

[TapnoTT Poya MArko ciyckanach ¢ X0JaMa [0 HalpaBJiIEHUIO K NpucTaHu. [lom
MapiianoB umMen HoMep 27, OH HaxoAWICA B CepeAuHE yiulbl. B caMoM KoOHIIE
yJIULBI, HA OJHOM W HA IPOTUBOIMOJIOKHOW CTOPOHE, MPSIMO JIMLIOM APYT K APYry
pacrojoXWINCh N1BE JaBKU. 1lo ogHOI cTOpoHE - Mara3uH XWITEHCAa, B KOTOPOM
MOXHO OBLJIO HAWTH BCE: OT ra30BbIX KAMUHOB J0 1IBaOp U BEAEp, HA IPYTrOil CTOPOHE
- MY’KCKas MapuKMaxepcKasi, KOTOpOW BIlIajieNl OTel DJIH.

Jlennuc Mapiian OblT HEBBICOKOTO POCTa, C TPYJbI0 KOJIECOM, DJIETAHTHBIMU,
CIPaBE/JIMBBINA, €r0 PYKH W HOTTH BCET/ia ObUIM YXOXKEHHBIMU U aKKypaTHBIMHU...H
TOJIBKO OJIMH HEJIOCTaTOK - €ro HUKOrja He Obuio Joma. B nmerctBe Daau Bpemst OT
BPEMEHH MPUXOJIUIIOCH NMPUHOCUTH €MY IIOYTYy B MAapUKMaxepCKyr, U OHa BCETa
OUYeHb HEJIOBKO ce0si 1yBCTBOBAJIA, KOTJa MEPECTymalia mopor ooutenu myxkuut. OHa
ollymaiza Ty TaUHCTBEHHYIO aypy Kpema JJisi OpUThs, MOTa, MYXKCKUX MOJHAYEK,
MAJICHBKUX KY4Y€K BOJIOC HA MOJIY.

O, JlenHuc, cMOTpH, NpuLUIa TBOS OYYypKa,' - BOCKJIMLAINA HEKOTOPBIE W3
nocetuteneid. OHM MOAJIPA3HUBAIIA €€ M TEPEeOWIN 3a MEYKU. ITO ObLIO MaJIeHbKOE
KOPOJIEBCTBO €€ OTLA, EAUHCTBEHHOE MECTO, TJI€ OH Ka3aJCs CYACTIUBBIM!

Cembs JIxeka, mo dammwmmu Yui, xxkuina B ngome 47. Ilepennsss yacth goma
KpaliHe Hy»KJanack B nokpacke. Korma Dnam nmpoxoanina MUMO, OHA CIIBIIIANIA TOJIOC

Muccuc Ywuil, MOHOCHUBIIMMCS W3 JIOMa; JKCHINMHA, KaK OOBIYHO, TOBOpMJIA Ha



MOBBIIIEHHBIX TOHAX. J[XKek ele He BEpHYJICS AOMOW, U DU yCKOpHUIa Iar, JUllb
Obl He MomacThCa Ha TJaza Oyaymeld cBekpoBu. OHU ¢ J[KeKoM Tak 4acTo cracalu
ApYT Apyra.

Ponnu, ee necstunetHuit 6par, pesBmwics Ha Tporyape. O, BBl ObI U 32 MUIIIO
MPUMETUIIA 3TY PBDIKEBOJIOCYIO TOJIOBY, MAJIIBUUK MIPajl B YMKU BMECTE CO CBOMMU
JPY3bSIMH, 3aJI0PHO TOHSSICH 3a JIEPEBSIHHBIM CHapsiAOM. YBHAEB DA, OH 3aKpHUYall:
"O, Dnoan, MIOKOJNAIKH IS Hac He Hanjgerca?".

-Tol e 3HaelIb, 4YTO HET, 3a4€M CIpallIBaeIb?

Ponnu cocTpous HEOBOJBHYIO TpUMacy, U300paxkas KpyTOro MapHs mepen
JPYTUMH MaJIbUHIIKAMH.

-1 tebe Toro »ke! - oTBeTWIA DAAM U JIBUHYJIACH JaJbllle BJIOJIb MaJEHBKOM
TPONMHKH, Benylen K JoMy 27, a 3aTeM JEeBYyIIKa BAPYT MOHsIA, YTO BCE €IE HECET
cymKy Pyowu.

[IpocyHyB TOJIOBY B OTKpPBITYIO 3aJHIOIO JIBEPb, U3 KOTOPOW JTOHOCHJIHUCH
3amaxy OTBApHBIX OBOILEHW U MSICHOTO cOyca, OHa Mpokpuyana: "Mawm, s BepHyJach, s
TOJIBKO cOerato k PyOu, oTHecy eif ee ogexay. "OHa u He Hajies1ach MOJYYUTh OTBET.

Py6u xuna na I'moBep Poyn. Korma Dnnu BmepBbie BcTperunack ¢ PyOu Ha
dabpuke Kendepu, um 66u10 110 14,10 Mucc Jlopetu Kenbepu, sxeHIuHA C 100PBIMH
rjia3aMH, CTapOMOJHOM OJEXKIOW M BOJIOCAMH, CIUIETEHHBIMHU B KOCBI, KOTOPBIE
npUHSUTH (POpMy MPUYYITUBBIX HAYIIHHUKOB MPSIMO HAa MakKyIIKe, ycaauiia JEBOUYEK
coOuparh Maszjibl, a camMa MPUHSJIACH MPOBEPSATh UX PYKH U HOTTH. TOro, KTO MUMEN
O00poAaBKM, HAPOCTHI WJIM KAKHWE-TO MSITHA HA pyKax W Majbllax, HE MPUHUMAIU HA
paboty. 3aTeM OHa CIpocuia I€BOYEK, /i€ U KOTAa OHU POJIUITUCE.

-19 okTs6psa 1920 roxaa - ckazana Daau.

Korma Py6u Ha3Bana Ttakyto ke naty, Mucc Jlopetn HaxmMypuiach.

-5l cripammBaro TBOW JIEHb POXKAECHUS, a HE ee!

-Ot0 moii! OH B TOT e AeHb. - oTBeTUIa PyOu, kpacHes.

BeITh pUHATHIM Ha 3Ty (HaOpHUKy CUYNTATIOCHh HACTOSIICH yJadeil B UX TOPOJIE;



3aBHJIHAS JIOJDKHOCTh, MOBOJ JJSl Mpa3gHUKA. DTO 03HAYaNo, YTO TEmeph y TeOs
Oyner xopomiasi, IMOCTOSHHas pa0boTa, B YHCTOM IOMEIICHHWH W B MPUITHOU
atMocepe, a elle Mpa3IHUYHbIE JHHU,4 BBIXOJHBIX [JHSA, MEIULHUHCKOE
oOCiIyKUBaHUE, BO3MOXKHOCTb  JIOIOJHUTEIBLHOTO  OOpa3oBaHMs, MHOXECTBO
CHIOPTUBHBIX M Pa3BIEKATEIbHBIX KPYXKKOB...Md Bce 3TO TOJIBKO isi pabOOTHUKOB
¢abpuku! Jnsg Daam 3T0 OBLIO BETUYAWIIMM UYyAOM, YTO €U yNajioCh MOIYYUTh
Takyto padoty! U kpome TOro, 3TO OBLIT TOT €MHCTBEHHBIN pa3, KOTJa ee MaTh Oblia
M0-HACTOSLIEMY JIOBOJIbHA €10.

-Hama Dpau Oyaer paborats Ha (abpuke Kenbepu! - xBacTtamach ee Marthb
COCENISIM.

N PyOu nosyuuina 310 Mecto. VX xu3Hu OyKBalbHO CIUIEIUCH BOKPYT pabOThI
NOCJIEIHUE TATh JIET: CAHUTApHBIN JIeHb M0 MATHULIAM, KaXKJas yeTBepTas cyOOorta
Mecs1a - BBIXOJHOM, €1l1le MOE3AKU U MUKHUKU.

ITo cocenctBy ¢ HUMH *)un Mucrtep BuntHep. Bo Bpemsi BOMHBI OH IOJTYYHII
CEPbE3HOE PaHEHHE, NOTEPSI OJHY PYKY, ObUI CHIBHO KOHTYXeH. OH 4acTo cuaen B
JBEPSIX CBOETO JOMa U CMOTpEJI Ha YJIUIy IMYCThIM 0€3y4acTHBIM B3I A0M. BuHTHED
OueHb JIIOOWJ mpeiuiaraTb KOH(eTbl BceMm, KTo mpoxoawn MuMo. Ho B3pocibie
3a4acTylo 3amnpenai CBOUM JIETAM OpaTh Y HEro CIaJoCTH.

-benubIii, OIMHOKKI YeOBEK - MoAyMalia DU U B3sjia MITHYIO KOHpETY U3
0emoro rnakera, KOTOPbIA OH MPOTSAHYIL.

-Cniacu6o, Muctep Bunthep, y Bac Bce xopoio? - cipocuiia oHa.

OH ¢ 1OCTOMHCTBOM KHBHYIJI €U.

Cmymk, cobaka boHHepoB, Tspkeno corena, jexa Ha 3eMJd B TEHU ABOpA.
3aaHss ABepb ObUIa OTKpbhITA HACTEXKb. 3amax, KOTOPBIM JOHOCWJCS U3 J0Ma,
HallOMHUHAJI CMECh CBIPDOCTH, HECBEXKEW €Ibl W AJKOTOJbHBIX HCIApPEHUH. OTeNb
BCer/a JIIoOmia npuryouTh 4ero-HuOyAab MOKpenye, HO B MOCIEIHUE THU 3TO OBLIO
HEYTO OOJIbIIee, YeM MPOCTO MPUTyOUTh. DAau mobdossachk 3axoauTh B oM. Koraa

oHa ObLTa peOeHKOM, OHa Mpuderana CroAa MOYTH KK/l 1€Hb. 3JIeCh BCETa YTO-TO



npoucxoauiio. [larepo Manpumiiek 4emM TOJNBKO HU 3aHUMAIUChH: UTpaiu B GyTOO,
MapOJIC, TOHSIIU 110 YJIMIIE Ha CAMOJECJIbHBIX MAIlIMHKAX.

Cun u Dtenp paboTanu B TeaTpe, B BapbeTe Mepell TeM, Kak MoKeHWIUCh. OH
ObLJI MMAHKCTOM, OHa Ienia M TaHreBana. [locie poxneHus neredt ITenb ocTaBUIa
paboty, a Cun urpan B nabax, Ha TaHIIEBaJIbHBIX BeYepax, B OaJETHBIX IIKOJAX, a
TakKe To/IpabaThiBall HACTPOUIIIMKOM POSUICH, Kak M ero oter. Yacro, Korma Daau
NPUXOJIWJIa B UX JIOM, OHA CIbIIIaJa MY3bIKY: MOMYJIAPHbIE MECHU, TaHIIEBAJIbHbIE

Menoauu. Jtenb yacto pacneBana: "Her, Her, Haner..." wnau necHu u3 Quiibma
"ABpan Ha najryoe" CBOMM CUJIbHBIM CHILUIBIM T'0J0COM. Ternepb 3T0 B IPOLUIOM...

DI OCTy4alla B IBEPH U yCIIbIIIANa rojoc JTENb.

-KTo Tam?

-O10 s, Onau. - Ona Gosutach, YTO DTENb NMPUTIACUT €€ BOWTHU M BCE BPEMs
OyIeT CUIETh U CMOTPETh Ha HEE IPYCTHBIMU, KPACHBIMH TJIa3aMHU.

Hectunernuit 6pat PyOu, camblii Miadmuii B ceMbe, BHE3AMHO BBIOEKAT K
DnnM B TpsA3HOM, MOPBAHHOW JXKWIETKE M ILIOPTAX, AOXOASIIMX €My IOYTH [I0
JOJIbDKEK.

-IIpuBer, D11 - yXMBUIBHYJICS OH.

-IIpexpatu, Andu, s mpocro 3anecna Bemu PyOu. - ckazama Dnuau, ObICTPO
CTaBsl CyMKY BO3JI€ JIBEPH.

-Ona moexasa B ropoji KylnuTh 4TO-HUOY/Ib K Yato, CKOpo OyIeT Joma.

DI XOTeNOCh KaK MOXHO OBICTpee OTOWTHM KakK MOKHO JaiblIe OT 3TOr0
noma. Eif Obu10 rpycTHO, OHA 1JIa MO JAopore, oOXoAs JeTed, UrparolluX Ha YJIUIE.
[Togymath TOJIBKO, €Illeé COBCEM HEAABHO OHA OTAaja Obl YTO YTrOAHO, JHIIb ObI
OBIBaTh B 3TOM JIOM€, KaK MOXHO yale. TaMm oHa 4yyBCTBOBasia ce0si B 0€30MacHOCTH,
TaM BCE€ OBbLIM TAKUMH JIOOPHIMH.

Becp eHb OHa TOJNBKO M 3aHUMANACh TE€M, YTO MbITAJACh HANIMCATh BECTOUYKY
JIOMOM U lymaJia O TOM, YTO JKH3Hb €€ BCKOPE COBEPILIEHHO U3MEHUTCS, U OT YEro OHa

coOupaeTcsi 0TKa3aThCs, BhINAS 3aMyxkK 3a Jlkeka. be3ycioBHO, OHa TOMYYHT IOM U



CBOETO POJia HE3aBUCHUMOCTbh, HO CETOMHSIIHMMA Mmoxoja B OacceilH Ha ¢abpuke ObLT
CaMbIM JIYYIIMUM COOBITUEM 3a BECh [E€Hb...MaMsATh BOCIPOU3BOJWIA KAPTUHKU
npouuioro...BoT oHn BMecTe TPYyAWINCh Ha Kypcax yCOBEPIIECHCTBOBAHUS, MOKA UM
He ucnoisHuioch 18.0auH cBoOM pabouuil JeHb OHM CTAOMJIBLHO MPOBOJMIN B ITOU
mikosie Ha bypsuin ['pun, npogomxas cBoe 00yueHue, KOTOPOe OHU JOJIKHBI ObLIH
3aKOHYHTH ene B 14.Hapsny ¢ Takumu npeamMeraMu Kak apuMeTuka 1 UCTOpUs, OHH
CTaBWJIA NIbECHI ,XOAWIM B MOXOAbl BIoab KaT, B Xomimxen, 3aHUMAINCh CIIOPTOM.
Tak xe, Onaronaps pabore Ha (pabpuke oHa Haydwiach miaBaTh. OOen BTOpHUKA -
J)KEHCKHI JeHb g moxojga B OaHro. TamM MOXKHO OBIIO IMOILIaBaTh B OacceiHe,
MOHEXXUThCS MMOA AylIeM, a mociie - nmoobeaarb. OHU el 3aleyeHHbIE B TECTE
070K, KYKypy3y, cuas Ha coiHbimike. MiMenHo PyOu Hayumna ee miaBaTh. Ha
dhabpuke ObUI TpEHEp, KOTOPHI 3aHUMAJICS IJIaBaHUEM C paboTHuKamu. HoBHuoOk
JOJIKEH ObLT 3aX0JIUTh B BOJY, OOBSI3aBIINCh BEPEBKOW, TpeHEp Opasl Jpyroil KOHeIl
BEPEBKH U, IPOXAXKUBASACH BIOJL OacceiiHa, BRIKpUKUBAI HHCTpYKInH. PyOu Obuia u3
TeX, KTO Cpa3y Hadval IuiaBaTh Kak pbida. A BOT Ha cuer Danu Muccuc [IpoxTop He
OblJ1a yBepeHa.

-Ona TeOe Bce BpeMs IMO3BOJSICT HaXOJIUTHCS B Boje! - mokaioBaJlach U
nociie ogHoro u3 3aHsaTud Muccuc IlpokrTop. - I k Hel Oosbllie HE MOWAY, s Tak
HUKOT]Ia HE Hay4YyCh IIaBaTh!

-Oi1, Hayuuibest! - ckazana Pyou

NUm obeum Ttorma Owuio mo 15..TepnenuBo, Henenss 3a Henenei, Pyow,
nojAepkuBasi DU 3a M0A00POJIOK, TOBOPUIIA €1, YTO HANO JenaTh, MSATKO yBJIEKas
3a co0oif Mo BOJIE Ty/1a U 0OpaTHO BIOJIb OacceiiHa 10 TeX IMOop, MOKa OHA HE MOIuIbLIa
caMmocTosiTenbHO. K KOHIly rofia IeBYIIIKU YK€ BMECTE MPOIUIHIBAIM BCIO JUCTAHIIUIO
OacceitHa. Dnnu oOokana TuiaBaTh. UyBCTBO pajiocTy HE MOKHUAANO ee. YacThio ATOM
pafgocTd ObUIM U BEJIMKOJICNHBbIC AYLIEBBIE, CACTaHHBbIE B (opMe MOoJyMecsla C
HEHUCCsIKaeMoi mojayeit ropsiueit Boabl. Kpome Gacceitna y aeByiek ObUTH U IpyTrHe

3aHsTH. PyOu Oblia WwieHOM JpaMKpysKKa, a DU oOHapyXuiia B cebe CioCOOHOCTH



K PUCOBAaHUIO M BCTYNMHJIA B XYJOKECTBEHHBIA KiIy0. DT0O ObLIO ee mroOuMMBbIM. Tak
OHa C YJIOBOJIbCTBUEM ITPOBOAMIIA TOCYT.

Ceituac, korja oHa coOupanach CTaTh 3aMyKHEH, €l IPUAETCS OT BCErO ATOTO
OTKa3aThCsl.

-Te1 Bce ele MOXelIb MPUXOIUTH, Thl K€ MOXKEIIb OBITb MOEH roctheit! -
HEJIaBHO 3asiBUIIA el PyOu.

Ho y Dnau nosiBuinoch 4yBCTBO, YTO OHM YK€ Hayaldu OTHAIATHCA JIPYr OT
Jpyra, U cepjilie ee cxanoch oT 6onu. Eciu Obl eif He HykHO ObUIO OpocaTh padoTy,

BCe ObLIO OBI 3aMeYaTeIbHO!

*hkk*k

Cuna B mammHe psgom c AnexkoMm, JDxaHer HaOmiojgana, Kak €ro pykw,
MTOKPBITbIE TEMHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH, BEIKPYUYHBAIU PYJib, OH U3MEHWI MapUIPYyT.

-Tsl Takast npuTHUXIIAsE CErOJIHS, BCE B OpsiAKe? - Cripocuil AJieK, B3TJISIHYB Ha
HEeE.

JIxaHeT nuIlb KUBHYJIA U IIPOJOJIKUIIA CMOTPETh HA JOPOTY CKBO3b JIBOPHUKHU.
Kpouieynpie MOIIKM MMOMNANaiy MOJ CTEKIOOYUCTUTENb U 3aCTPEBAIU TaM, HE UMES
HU MaJIeHInero manca BeiOpaTbes. OHa MbITAIaCh MPUBECTH MBICTH B mopsaok. OHa
MOJOXKACT, ToKa AJieKk mo0epercs 10 IeHTpa ropoja, a 3aTeéM IOMPOCUT €ro
re-HUOYyIb OCTAaHOBUTHCS. B TO Bpemsi, kak oHM MUHOBaIu bacceitnel Mosnu-Poy,
AJIeK TOPOIUIMBO pacckasbiBal e o I uriepe u o I'epmanum.

Byner nu BolHaA, 0 KOTOpPO#l Tak MHOTO TroBOpsT? AJjiek, 0e3ycloBHO, AyMall,
YTO HET.

-Koneuno e, Mbl OBbUTM HEMpaBbl, KOT/AA TMO3BOJIMIM WM AaHHEKCHPOBATh
YexocnoBakuio, HO BeJb MHOT/Ia HY>KHO KE€PTBOBATh YE€M-TO, YTOOBI COXPAHUTh MHUP.
Hukomy u B TOJIOBY HE IPUAET CHOBA Ha4yaThb BOWHY M CHOBA IMEPEXKUTH BCE TO, YTO

MbI TIepeXkuiii. Takod 4ylnecHbI Beuep, s Aymall, Mbl ¢ TOOOW MoeaeM 3a ropof,



MOXKeT ObITh B XeHnu-uH-Apaen? [locMoTpu, 4To y Hac ectb!

Jl>xaHeT He OTBeTUJa, AJIeK OCMOTpEI Ha HEee CHOBA.

-Tsl yBepeHa, uto Bce B nopsiake? Thl BBITIS UL HEMHOTO OJICTHOM. .

-MeHsI TOIIHMUT.

310 ObLI0 NpaBaoi. Ee TOmHUIO BECh 1€Hb.

-CMmoTpu! - oHM Kak pa3 npoe3zxanu mumo Kunr Xut - /laBaii noiinem B napk!
TaM Tak KpacuBo B 3TO Bpems roja!

-Ho, noporas, s Hagescs, 4To Mbl IOOYJIEM BJIBOEM...

-3Haro s, Ha 4YTO Thl HAAESUICS -, MEJIbKHYJIO y HEE B roJjioBe. Tenepb Kaxkaas ux
BCTpeda ObUTa JIMIIb MPEAJIOTOM JUIsl 3aHATHM J1I000BbI0. Kaxiplil pas, Korjga oHH
BUJICNIMCH, Y HUX ObUIa 011m30cTh. Hy a mocie, Beskoe oOlieHne npeKpanianoch.

-IToxkanyiicra! - ckazana oHa pe3ko - MHe 04eHb HYyKHO BbIINTH!

OH HEAOBOJBHO B3JIOXHYJI U MPUIIAPKOBAT MAIIMHY B KOHIIE MapKa. DTOT B3A0X
u omnpenenwn Bce. Temeph oHa TBEpAO peliuiaa, 4YTo HE OyAET HUYEro eMy
paccka3biBaTh. Eciii OHa CKaKeT, TO OHa BOBJIEYET €ro B 3TO, AJIEK HAYHET BCE
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh, U TOT/1a MaTh 000 BCEM Y3HAET, HET, YK JIydllle pa300paTbCsi C 3TUM
camoii. Kak-HuOyab.

B mapke oH B3su1 ee 3a pyKy.

-31eCh XOPOILO. - CKa3aJ OH HEXOTs, KOI/la OHU JBUHYJIHUCH B I1yOb Mapka.

Own npwxkancs Ty0aMu K ee yxy.

-l HazmerwcCh, CETONHSAIIHIOI HOYb Mbl MPOBEIEM BMecCTE...fl O4YeHb 3TOro

X0uy...

-Anek! - J[>kaHeT oCTaHOBUJIACh U BCTAJIa MPSIMO TI€pel HUM.

-IToxanyiicra! Jlocratouno. Mbl IOJKHBI TPEKPATUTh BCE ATO.

-Ho s nymair...-on Haxmypws1 6poBu - Thl cMeenibes HaJ0 MHOM, HE TaK JIH, 5
oymani, 4To cerojHs Mbl OyzaeM BMecte! - Ajek Obul mpocto Bo3MylieH. OH

MOMBITAJICS B3STh €€ 3a PyKy - MHe KaxeTcs, Tebe HpaBUTCs HaJl0 MHOM U31€BaThCA.

-He nago, Anek! - ona BcrbixHya. J[>kaHeT pasrisiapiBaia CBOM HOTU B OEJBIX



JETHUX OOCOHOXKKAX.

-Bce, uto MBI fenaem, HenpaBuiabHO! MBI 10KHBI OcTaHOBUTHCA! Ecnu Thl He
MOXKENIb cenaTh 3TOro, TO ATO cAenaro 5!

-Ho...-on 006Hs11 ee 3a mieyn.

-A 4gto, eciiu 51 3ab6epemenero? Uto Toraa? - oHa OCMOTpeIIa emy B riasa. - O0
HTOM ThI MO TyMan?

-Ho, noporas, st Bcerjia ocTopoxeH!

-He Bcernal!

ToT enVMHCTBEHHBIM pa3, KOrJAa OHM BECh JIEHb IPOBEIM B Y3JbCE, KOTOPBIN
TSHYJICSL 10 CaMOT0 BeYepa M IJIABHO MEPETeK B 3aHSITHE JIIOOOBbIO HA TECKE B
TEMHOTE.

"HamHuoro myurie 6e3, Bce OyZeT XOpoI1o, 3TO BCETO JIMIIb OJHUH pa3.”

-Ho Tb1 Beapb He...HE Tak jau?

JI>kaHeT cynopoKHO B370XHYA. TOJNBKO €clii ObI OHA MOTJIa pacckKa3aTh emy,
9TOOBI OH B35J1 BCE ATO Ha ceOsi ¥ M30aBUII €€ OT TOrO yKaca, KOTOPhIA HABAIMBAJICS
Ha Hee MO HOYaM, KOIJla OCO3HAHHUE TOr0, C YeM €U MPUIETCS CTOIKHYTHCS, TOBOIUT
ee 10 03H00a. OHa MOHATHUS HE UMea, YTO OyAET JenaTh.

-Her, HO 51 XO4y MOKOHYHTH C 3TUM!

OH ycIbINTan X0J0IHbIE HOTKH B €€ ToJI0ce U yOpas pyKH ¢ ee Tied.

-IloHATHO...- OH CHOBa B3J0XHYJ, YCTPEMHUB B3TJIsA Ha OneqHoe HEOO HaA
JIEPEBBSIMU.

-Hy uTo ke, s moyiararo, BC€ XOpOIIO, YTO XOPOIIIO 3aKaHUYUBAECTCH. ...

Kakoe-To MruoBenue oHu CTOSIM B pacTepsHHOCTU. Ee rpynb ckoBana 0oiib,
CJie3bl NYUIWIM, HO OHA HE paciulakajach. Tak M JOMKHO ObUIO ciyuuThest! OHa
HEIPEMEHHO BCTPETHUT OyAyIllee caMa, He BITyThIBas €ro U €ro ceMblo. DTO ObLIO ObI
HeMbIciuMo. OHa He XoTena, YToObI OH peliall 3a Hee ee MPOOJIEMBI.

-5l Torna otrBe3y TeOst 0OpaTHO. - cKa3an AJiek.

Ona Mogasna.



-J[>kaHeT, ThI ITpaBaa 3TOTO XOYENb? - €€ Ia3a BCTPETUIUCH C €TO.

—I[a. - CKa3ajla OHa TBCPIO.

['maBa TpeTss.

O 00NOKOTHIIACH Ha JIOKOTH M TOCMOTpENa Ha CBOETO MyXa. JTO ObLIO
nepBoe yTpo mocie cBaabObl. Ee pa3Oynunu mepBble Jyuyd, U OHa MPOCHYJAach B
M3YMJICHHH, KOTJIa IEPBBIM JEJIOM YBHJIENIA CKOLIEHHBIA yTrOJ KOMHATHI, I1OCIIE TOTO,
KaKk OTKppuUia rna3a. I'me ona Haxomgwmack? Oto Obu1 HomMep B Ilexk Xoc B
Hunnepmuncrepe. Ee 6paunas Hous. Bece Teneps kazaioch cTpaHHbBIM. byropuatbrit
MarTpac, )KECTKUU XJIOIIOK €€ HOBOM HOYHOM COpPOYKM. Takou 4y>KOW CKpUIl ABEpPHU
I71e-TO BHHA3Y M TEIUIO APYIoOro Tejla Ha KpOBATH psAoM ¢ Hell. OHa KOCHYJach CIIMHBI
JI>xeka, TBepAOW U POBHOM, KaKk CTeHA, OHA OOHMMaJIa 3Ty CIUHY BYepa HOUbIO, KOT/Aa
OH OBLT HaJ HEW, IPUBOJSA BCE BOKPYT B Y>KacHbIA Oecriopsiok. OHa BCIBIXHYJA OT
ctbiia. Heyxxenu Bce Tak ¥ 1OJKHO OBITH? DTN NPUIIOIHATIACH, YTOOBI B3TJIAHYTh Ha
Hero. Ero GienHoe, Xynoe Teio, Ha HeM He ObLJIO HUYEro, KpoMe HOYHOM Maitku. Ho
BCE, YTO OHA MOIJIa BUJAETh, TAK 3TO KPOBONOATECYHYO(CHHIOIIHYO)4acTh €ro JULa.

Bo BTOpHUK BeuepoM, KOrJla OHM HCKalu ChEMHYK KOMHATy, OHHU 3alllId
nomoit k [Ixeky. Muccuc Yui, ero 6ojibHasi 1 BEUHO KalyrOIascs MaTh, I03Bajia ero
BHU3. CHauana Oblja naysa, a 3aTeM OH, BBICOKUN U JTOJITOBS3bIN, MOSIBUICA B JIBEPSX.
OT yBUIECHHOTO DM a)X 3axajla poT pykoil. YacTe ero juua mpeBparwiach B
CIUIOIIHOW cHHSAK. [IpaBas cTopoHa €ro 030pHOTO JMIA CTaja IOYTH HEYy3HABAEMOM.
['maza He ObUIO BUIHO M3-3a OMYXJIOCTH, a LIEKAa MPEBPATHIIACH JIMJIOBOE MECEBO, a
Jpyras CTOpOHa JIMIA IPUHSJIA CaMO€ KYTKOE BBIPaXKEHUE.

-HemHoro no3popuwin. - npomMsmiinil J[KeK, yCTaBUBIINCH HA CBOM IPSI3HBIE
ootunku. U xyxe toro, Muccuc Y nosiBujiach B KOMHaTe, JIep>ka CBOU PYKHU Tak,
YTO 3TO 3aCTABWJIO DAY HEMEJIEHHO MPUHATH CTOPOHY J[Keka.

-Hy, npogomxaii! Mnu Te1 X0uetb, YTOOHI s €ii pacckazana?



JIeK pe3Ko mepecTynui 4epe3 Mmopor, CXBaTWII DU 3a PYKY.

-IToiinem, Mbl yxoaum!

-JIkKeK, CKakxu MHe!

-TlotimeM B mapk, u s pacckaxy Teoe.

-Ho, JI>xek, - oHa ocTaHOBHIIACh, Oy1y4H BHE CEOsI OT 3JI0CTH. - Mbl COOUPAIHCH
nontu B "@opt Xayc JIenH" n mocMoTpeTh TaM KOMHAThI!

Omna 6osnee mprCTabHO TOCMOTpPENA Ha HETO.

-Baristau Ha ce0s! Toel mosgBUIILCA Ha Halleil cBagbr0e BOT Tak? B TakoMm Buae?

-Jleno B ToM, D1, 3T0 Bce u3-3a 3Toro yomoaka Ckortu Makdepcona.

DIIA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA B €0 TOJIOCE 3JI0CTh W HAIPSKEHHE MPHU YIIOMUHAHUU
sToro uMenu. Y Jlxeka Oblna gaBHuiHsSA Bpaxaa ¢ 3tuMm Ckotrtu. Korma Ob1 JIxexk,
®peHK U Apyrue MapHu HE CTAIKUBAIUCH HUM, JUIS HUX Takas BCTpeda ObljIa 4eM-TO
BpOJI€ KPAaCHOM TpSMNKU JuIsl Oblka. DAJM MOAO03peBalia, YTO MapHU YK€ U 3a0bUIH,
u3-3a 4ero Hayamach Bpaxkaa. Eciu Obl 310 Obi1 He CKOTTH, a KTO-TO JPYroi, OHH
Beu ObI ce0s Tak xKe.

-Msr1 yiutu u3 "The Dog" nponuioit HOYb0 OYEHB MO3/IHO, CIASAYIOIIMM YTPOM
s CWJIBHO omo3aan Ha padory. OHM MHE CKa3ajM, YTO S MOJYYUJI YXKE JTOCTATOYHO
NpEAYIPEKICHUM. .

Cepaue D041 pyxHYJIO.

-Onu T€0s YBOJIHIIN. ..

JI>Kek KMBHYJI, MOPLIACH OT FOJIOBHOM OO0JIH.

-JI>kek, Hy Kak ke Tak! - DI1 Kumnesna oT 3JI0CTH, OULylIas, YTO MPEICKa3aHus
ee MaTepu Hayaiu cObIBATHCA €IIE /10 CBAJIbOBI.

-Tsl 3xe IpeKkpacHo 3Haelllb, 4TO s HE CMOTY padoTaTh Ha (habpuke, Kak TOJIBKO
CTaHy 3amykHel. Sl moctarouHo 3apadaTkiBaia, yToObl TiatuTh Muccuc Cmennu 3a
KOMHATy, U TOKa sl HE HalJIy KaKyl-TO paboTy rie-HUOYIb, Thl JODKEH OyIellb
miatuth. Ho 4To MBI el ckaxem?

-Eif He Hy>KHO 3HATh, YTO g MOTEPsUT pabOTy, S CKOPO YTO-TO Haimy. S Bcerna



BBIKpY4YHMBalOCh, He Tak ju? He mepexuBaii, moOumasi, Mbl CKOpO OyaeM >KHUTb
CaMOCTOATENbHO, 0€3 MOCTOSHHBIX HOTalui. Bee Oy et xopoiiio, 10BephCcsi MHE.

JloBeputcs Tebe? - B3opBasiach Daau - Ja s roroBa youts 1e€0si! Thl TONIBKO
moCcMOTpH Ha cebs!

Jxex mpuxkan ee Kk cebe. [loka oHM MEMJIEHHO LUK PSAAOM, DU YIIOPHO
CMOTpena BIIEpEe], OTKa3bIBasICb MHUPUTHCA. J[PKEK MOMBITANCA MOLIEKOTaTh €€ 3a
IIEKy, HO OHA MOTaIIIIa ero 3a co00i, 4TOObBI ycreTh Ha aBToO0yC B CTéwin .

-Hy DOnnu, He Oyap Takoi, st U OT APy3er OTKaXyCh, KOTJ1a Mbl IIOKEHUMCH.

-OT0 He cMewHo, JI>KeK, Aa, Thl JOJDKEH OyJlellb MepecTaTh ApaThCsl U CTATh
Oosiee oTBeTCTBEHHBIM. BbI Besiere ce0si, Kak JIeTH, Thl U TBOU APY3bsl.

-Hy uau ko MHe. - oH ee 00HsJ, a oHa ero ortoikHy’na. Ho Jlxkek yxe 3ameTu,
YTO OHA Hayaja OCThIBATh.

-Hy, noiinem nocmoTpum Ha KoMHaThl Mucc CMeninum U COBbEM TaM CBOE
MaJICHBKOE CEMEWHOE THE3/BIIIKO.

-Her, cmacu60. - npoBopyaia I114.

-Hy MbI ke sxeHumMcs B cy000Ty, o4eMy Thl BCE BUJIMIIL B YEPHOM LIBETE? - OH
YJIBIOHYJICS M TIOCMOTpEIN C JIF0OOBBIO 3/I0POBBIM TIJIa30M Ha CBOIO HEBECTY, a 3aTeM
MIOLEJIOBAJI €€ B BECHYIIYATHIN HOC.

-] X0o4y BHIETH TOJIBKO KPACHBYIO 4aCcTh TBOETO Juua! - ckazayna oHa. - 1 ato
Bce! ThI Takoi 1ypadok!

Ko nnto OpakocodeTaHusi ONMyXJIOCTh Ha €ro JIMLE MPaKTUYECKH MCYe3Ja, HO
JUIO BCE €l MPeACTaBIsUI0 CcOOOM LEenyr NajauTpy LBETOB: Toay0oro,
PO30BATO-TMJIOBOIO M KEJITOr0, U BCE K€ el ObUIO CTHIAHO 3a TO, YTO OH TakK
BBITJIAJIUT, U OHAa YyBCTBOBAJIa CMYILIEHUE U JAKE pa3oyapoBaHUE, OCOOEHHO Koraa
€ro JIpy3bs OTIYCKAJIM CKaOpe3HbIe ITYTOYKH O ero "moxokaeHusx" .A mare? A ee
MaTepu, KOHEYHO k€, BCE 3TO JOCTaBUJIO yIOBOJbCcTBUE. OHa BOILIA B LIEPKOBb BCS
pasojieras, IIsiAsl C MPE3pEeHUEM Ha CEMEUCTBO YWII U3 MOJ KpaeB CBOEW OOJIbIION

nuisnel. @oTorpad paccTaBuil BceX Tak, YTO Ha CBajieOHOM doTorpaduu Oblsia BUAHA



TOJIbKO "mpaBWiibHad" 4acTh juua Jxeka; MoyiogoeHbl no3upoBain 00koM. OHa
CMOTpeEJa Ha HEro CBEpXy BHHU3, TaK KAK JOXOJWJA €My TOJBKO J0 YPOBHS IPYyAH.
CBagpba npoiia 10CTaTo4Ho Xopouo. Poaurenn Daau CKpplBajid CBOM Pa3HOIIIACUS
WIM, 110 MEHBLIEH Mepe, MPOCTO HE 3aMedaid JApyr Apyra Becb AeHb. Matb Onau
OUEHb BOJIHOBaJach IO NOBOJY CBaJeOHOrO IUIaThs, OHA XOTeNa, YTOOBI J10Yb
BbIOpasia KpernoBoe, KPY>KEBHOE IUIaThe C JJIMHHOW HUXKHEH FOOKOM M KOPOTKOU
BEpXHEH, B TO BpeMs Kak D1 npeamnowia Obl 4To-To Muiioe u npocroe. Ho Her xe,
Hennu Bo3Hamepuiiach, 4ToObl Bce ObLIO CTHIIBHO, JJAXKE €CIIU J1I04b cOOpallach 3aMyK
3a mapHsA u3 cemeiictBa Ywi. Kak Obl To HM Obuto, Hemnu He ckaszaia gouepu HU
CJIOBA, Jlayke KOTJa Ta IIPOBOJMIIA CBOIO IOCIIEAHIO HOYb B POAUTENIBLCKOM AoMe. Hu
oJlHOro MartepuHckoro cosera. Huuero. Crnacu6o 3a no6pory Ortens boHHep, mame
Py6u, xoropas Hamuia B cebe CHIIbI HOJATOTOBUTH DM K pEaUsM CYIPYKECKOM
KU3HH.

-Jla s u He mpennonarana, yro Hemin, 3Ta HENPUCTYNHASI KPEMOCTh, CKAXET
XOTb CJIOBO O€HOM AEBUOHKE. - CKa3ayia JTeb.

Tak, no kpaitHeit mepe, D11 OyAeT MOArOTOBJIEHA TEOPETUUECKH, AAXKE €CIU
peaIbHOCTh OOEPHETCS YHU3UTEIbHBIM pa3ouyapoBaHUEM. ODAIU ObLJIO MHTEPECHO,
CMUPHWIACH JIK MaTh C TEM, YTO OHA BBIXOJUT 3a J[»keKa, HO Korja OHa yXKe JBUTaIaCh
K BBIXOAY U3 LEepkBU CBATOTO AHIpes, Oyqydyu 3aMy>KHEH >XKEHIIWHOH, Jepxa IMOx
pyky Jlxeka, ropauBIIAsics TeM, KaK KpPacHBO OH BBIIJISIET B CBOEM CBaJeOHOM
KOCTIOME(3a MCKJIIOUYEHUEM CHUHSIKA MOJ ria3oM) U ¢ OyKeToM po3 U T'BO3IMK, OHA
noiiMana Ha ce0e B3I MaTepu U yBUAeIa 0€33MOLNOHAIBHOE BBIPAXKEHUE €€ JIMIIA,
3TOT B3IJISLJT CUJIBHO TOKOPOOWMIT IEBYIIIKY.

-Hy xopoio, mamyiisi, Bce yke BbIMOIHEHO. W gaxke eciu Thl 3aX0Yelllb MEHs
OCTaHOBHTb, Thl YK€ HUUEr0 HE CMOXEIb c/IeiaTh. Sl HUKOor/a He ObuIa Hy»Ha Teoe,
Ha CaMOM JieJie, HUKOMY M3 Bac. A Tenepb y Bac OyAeT ToJabKo Mos (oTorpadust!

Opau nocrapanachk 3a0bITh TOPEYb BCETO MPOM3OLIEIIEro, KOTAa OHA CTOsUIA

o1 JTy4aMH COJTHIIA, U €€ OOCHITIaIM PUCOM Becesbie AeBUOHKH ¢ Gadpuku Kenbepw.



Komok 3acTpsan B ee ropie, Korja oHa MojayMmana, 4TO OHU ObUIM IS HEE YeM-TO
OonbiuM Bee 31U rojpl. OHu O0bLIH ee cembeil. Mucc lopertu KenOpu nonapuna ei
Oubnau0 B 30JI0TOM OOpamiieHWH, Korna IOaau nokujpana ¢adbpuky. M sto Obun
YyJIECHBIN MOJapPOK, HO 3aMYKECTBO 03HAYAJIO, YTO OHA TEPsIa BCEX CBOUX JPY3EH.

-Ho teneps y mens ectb [xex! - TBepanina Dnau cama cebe.

Haunnamace ee HOBasg xu3Hb. MMeTh MyXa W CBOM JOM-3TO TOTO CTOMT.
Jlyammmit apyr [xexa dpeHk mprkalics K ee IeKe BIaKHbIMU rybamu. A Pyowu,
BEJIMKOJIENTHO BBITJIAJIEBIIAS B JKEJIITOM IUIATbE€ MOAPYKKUM HEBECThI, yMYJPUIACh
noiiMath OYKET, KOTOPBIM, MO €€ MHEHWI0, OJJU CIEeUHaJbHO Opocuia B ee
HanpasineHuu. Ilyxnoe nuno PyOGu pacmibuiuce B Jjyde3apHOH yiblOKe, U Dau
yBujena, kak Pyou nogmurnyna @peHky.

-VX, s ¥ HE iyMaJjia, 9TO 3TO IIPOM30KIET Tak ObICTpo! - 00paoBanach M.

Ilocnme Bcex pa3roBopoB M J0OpBIX MOXKETAHUM TocTH OJarociioBUIN
MOJIOJI0KEHOB Ha OpayHyto HOYb. Daau U PyOou oOHAMUCH, B TMIa3ax y 00€HX CTOSIIH
3aCTBUIM CJIE3BI.

-Tb1 BBITTIAIMIIB TIpEKpAcHO, Daau! - xutonHysia HocoMm Pyou. - Hanerocs, BbI €
Jl>xexom Oynete cuacTauBbl. MHe OyeT o4eHb TeOst He XBaTaTh!

-O, PyOu...-Onau nonenoBana ee B LIEKY, CMEACh U IJlaya OJHOBPEMEHHO. -
TBol Makusk noreder! S BO3BpamIaroch 3aBTpa - Mbl HE TOeAEM B ABCTpanuio. Tbl
IpUJIelIb HABECTUTh HAC, KaK TOJIbKO MbI ¢ [[xkekoMm 000CHyeMcs B HOBOM KBapTHpe.

-Mbl He noTepsieM Hairy JIpy»kO0y! - Bock/IMKHYJa PyOu M HIMBITHYyJIa HOCOM
OIISITh, MBITASICh YIBIOHYTHCS.

OHM KpemnKo OOHSIM APYT Apyra, U DU ObLIO OYeHb OOJIBHO paccTaBaThCs C
NOAPYTroi, HO HYXHO OBLJIO MATH, YTOOBI YCIETh HA MOEe37A. IJTO ObLIO KOHIIOM HUX
uctopuu, u Pybu ocraBanace coBceM 0/1Ha.

Ha cnenyromee yrTpo, jexa psaOM C HOBOMCIEYEHHBIM MYXKEM, OIIU
nojaymana, nepexxuaer Ju Pyou Taxxke? UyBCTBYeT JIM OHa 3TO OMYCTOLICHHE?

[ToBopoYaBmIMCh €II€ HEMHOTO B ITOCTEIW, OHA CEJad, YKPHIB HOTH NPOCTBIHEH, C



pacmylieHHbIMU 1O IJIe4, OTHEHHBIMU Bojiocamu. CKpPECTUB PyKH Ha TpyaH, OHA
MHCTUHKTHMBHO Halllynaja MajbllaMH IIPpaM Ha CBOEH pyKe, M KaxIbld pa3, Kacasich
€ro, OHa 4YyBCTBOBaJIa ce€0s1 HEJIOBKO.

Tam ObUIO MajieHbKOE OOKOBOE OKOIIKO, M3 KOTOPOTrO OBbUI BHACH Ta30H,
BOpOTa, W OBIIbI, BUAHENNUCH Blanu. [ ne-to nasna cobaka. OTKyma-TO € JECTHHUIIBI
JTIOHOCWJICSL 3amax xkapeHoro OekoHa. [lxek ciierka mnomeBenwicss Bo cHe. OH
BBITJISIICNT OYSHB MOJIOJIO C 3aKPBITHIMU TJIa3aMH, W JIUIIO0 €r0 OBLJIO pacciiabiIeHHBIM.
OH OblT BBICOKMH, XyAOW, C YETKO OYEPUYEHHBIMU MYCKYJIaMH U OYE€Hb OJIEHOM
KOXKeH. DM cMmoTpena Ha Hero u 0osuiach IMOTPEBOXKHUTH ero coH. Kaszamocsk,
KaKOW-TO HE3HAKOMEI] JISKHUT PsiAOM, a OHA TENeph JOJDKHA MPOBECTH BCIO CBOIO
KU3Hb C HUM. 3a4€M, YepT BO3bMH, OHA 3TO caenanal J[a u 4To OHM MOTJIM CKa3aTh
JIPYT APYTY MOCJE TOrO, YTO MPOU3OIILIO MPOILUION HOYBIO.

Korna onu moGpanucek 10 maba mponuibiM BEUEpOM, XO3sHKa MpOBejia X B
MaJIeHbKYI0 KOMHATy ¢ OpeBEHUYAThIM MOTOJIKOM, IMOCTaBWIa NEpPe] HUMU TapesKU C
CyIoOM M3 OBIYBMX XBOCTOB M MUHTY TuBa Jjis J[>kexa. OHa B3TJIsIHYJIa HAa HEro Tak,
Oynro y3Hana Jl)xeka, U, BUJsI €ro MoOUTOe JINIO0, DAAU YyBCTBOBaja CThia. CTakaH
CUJIpa, KOTOPBIM OHA BBHINWJIA, YIapwWiI €l B rOJOBY, U OHA ombsiHesla. OHa cCMEHuUIIa
cBajJicOHOE IJIaThe Ha JOMAIIHEe IJIaThe, ¢ MUJIBIMH TOJy00-3€JICHBIMU KPY>KEBaMH,
KOTOpoe ciuiia cebe cama. Eif HpaBUiIoCh TO, Kak OHA BbITIIsiAeNa. MATrKuil nariuH,
Ka3aJIoCh, TJIAJIMJI €€ TOHKYIO TaJIUI0, HUCTIAasi MATKUMHM, CTPYSITUMUCS CKJIaJIKaMU
Ha rpyau. Eil tak xoremock, uToOBl J[)KEK cCKa3ald, Kak OHa MpeKpacHa, HO OH,
Ka3aJI0Ch, 3TOr0 He 3aMeydal. OH MU CBOE MUBO C OOJbIIEH 3aUHTEPECOBAHHOCTHIO.

-Uto TBI TyMaelb 0 MOeM CBaJicOHOM IIaThe, J[>kek? - mporiernrtana oHa.

B 3ane xpome Hux ObUla €Il Mama 4eJ0BEK, KOTOpbIE MUJIM MUBO y OapHOM
cToMKH. [[PKeK OTOpBaJICS OT CBOETO CyIa M YJIBIOHYJICS.

-OHO uyjaecHoe, Thl cama ero ciiuia’?

Dy JTyde3apHo YIbIOHYIach B OTBET.

-V mMens YIIM HEACIHW Ha ITOIIWB. SI ocranach AOBOJIbHA U IIJIaTBCM, U BYAJIbIO.



JIKeK HaXMYpHUIICS.

-Byans? Ax, na, Byanb. 310 ObUIT XOpOIIHH JeHb. Teneps Mbl MOXKEM IMOUTH K
cebe, He Tak Jiu? MblI JKe Teneph )KeHaThl.

Onu o0a BApPYr 3aHEpBHHUYAIU M MOYYBCTBOBAIU ceOsi HemoBKO. EnBa mormu
CKazaTh JIpYT APYTY XOTh cjaoBo. MiM 06oum ObLIO 1O AEBATHAALATH U DM MOHSIIA,
YTO OHHU BIIEPBBIC MOTJIM OCTaThCA HaequHE Mo-HacTosmeMy. KoneyHo xe, ObLiu
IIPOTYJIKA IO YKPOMHBIM YJIOUKaM II0 Be€4Yepam, I'ZIE OHU CTAPAIUCh HU C KEM HE
BCTPEYATHCS, MOLEIYH YKPAAKOW y BXOJIHOW JBEPH, MPOTYJIKH BAOJb Kar u eme
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH, KOoT1a Hemnu no3Bossiia UM yeAUHUTBCA B KOMHATE, HO DI
HUKOI/Ia HE MOTJIa PaccllabuThCs JOMa, YyBCTBYS HEAOOPOKENATeIIbHOCTh MaTepH,
HaxOJMBIIEHCS 32 CTEHON. DTO ObLIA 11es1ast OUTBa 3a TO, YTOOBI YXBATUTh HECKOJIBKO
MUHYT U TOOBITh TOJBKO BABOEM. Temeph y HUX OBLJIO CTOJBKO BPEMEHHU, CKOJIBKO
OHM MOTJIU TOKeJIaTh, HO HUKTO HE 3HAJI, YTO C 3TUM JenaTh. Y D1 B rojioBe Oblia
TOJBKO OJIHA MBICIb, YTO CKOPO OHH JIOJDKHBI TOJHAThCA HaBepX. bmaromaps
HACTaBJICHUSIM JTelb, DM, TaK UM UHAYE, 3HaJa, YTO JAOJKHO npousontu. Ho oHa
HE Morja cka3aTb, XOTela Ju oHa uyero-to eme. llomenys Jlkeka ObLIO OBl
JIOCTATOYHO.

OnHu 3axyI0nHyIM 3a co00il Bepb, U J[>KEK ¢ yXMBLIKOM MOCMOTpEN Ha Hee.
Pyku Opaum ObuiM O4YeHb XOJOAHBIMH, HECMOTpPSI Ha TEIUIbI Bedep, a HOrU
noaKamuBaiuch. W Bpsin i 310 ObUIO M3-3a BRIMUTOTO cuapa. OHa Oblia yBepeHa,
yTo JPKEeK TOXKE€ OTO 4yBCTBYET BHepBble. EN Ka3amoch, 4TO OH COBCEM HE
HEPBHUYAET, HO KOI/Ia OH MOAOLIEN U OOHSII €€ 3a IJIeYH, OHA TOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK OH
JPOKHT.

-0, Jxex-Oaau yiablOHyIach, TPOHYTasi 3TOM JIACKOM, U KJaja, YTO OH IMbUIKO
OOHHMET €€, KaK OHa MPEJCTABIUIA B CBOUX (DaHTa3MIX, U BCE MOTPY3UTCS B PO3OBYIO
neIMKy. Jlaxke Otenb yOexxnaana DIau, 4TO BCE ATO €d OYEHb MOHPABUTCA. DU
3aKphUIA IJ1a3a U MOJHsJIa K HEMY JIMIIO.

-Hy BOT, HACTAaJI MOMCHT, KOTOPOI'O MBI TaK AOJITO XAAJIH. - CKa3all I[)KCK.



DM TOHPABWIIOCHh TO, KaK OH €€ KPEMKO OOHsII, MpHkKaB K ce0e Ha KaKoe-TO
MTrHOBeHHE. Eil ObLUIO TaK CITOKOWHO B €ro O0BATHSAX.
-Mg1 sxenatsl, [[xek! Tol MOXeIIb B 3TO MOBEPUTH? - CKa3ajia oHa - 1 s mo0ito

TeO.



One

July 1939

“There she goes!”

“Time’s up, girls!’

The siren, known as the ‘bull’, blared out across the
imposing brick buildings of the Cadbury Works, through

_the surrounding trees and wide swathes of lawn, signal-
ling to the neighbourhood that the afternoon shift was
over. The workers moved in chattering streams through
the various factory blocks, down to the cloakrooms to
retrieve their belongings.

Edie Marshall peeled off her cap and white overall. At
last it was time to go home. There’d been an aching lump
in her throat on and off all afternoon as she worked on
the line in the wrapping department. Beside her moved
an endless purple and gold river of wrapped chocolate
bars to be counted and packed, but her eyes kept misting
over, blurring her vision so she could scarcely see to
count the six, then another six bars into a box. For Pete’s
sakes pull yourself together! she kept telling herself. In
the break she’d gone and had a sharp little weep in the
lavatory. But even after that she still kept filling up.

‘Edie, over ’ere!” Her friend Ruby, picking out Edie’s
coppery red hair among the crowd, waved a plump arm.
‘Get 2 move on!’ She’d already got her bag and cardi and
was ready to go.

The two girls walked out through the gates and past
the Bournville swimming baths as they did every day. It




was a bright, sultry afternoon, the gardens full of flowers,
though the scent of roses and lavender was never 35
noticeable to an outsider as the tantalizing smell of liquid
chocolate which wafted from the works and along the
streets. Edie and Ruby worked with the smell so con-
stantly that they hardly noticed it any longer.

As soon as they were out through the gates Ruby
pulled out her little mirror and squinted into it to coat
her full lips in bright scarlet lipstick. Once satisfied with
the effect, she looked round at Edie,

“What’s up with you?’ Ruby nudged her. ‘Got a face
on yer like a wet week in Bognor.’

~ ‘Ouch — Rube!” Edie felt small and quite dainty next

to buxom Ruby. The other girls had nicknamed them

‘Ginger’ and ‘Cocoa’ when they first started at Cad-
bury’s, and Edie’s freckly features and head of long
auburn locks and Ruby’s full-moon face and thick brown
hair had drawn close together at every opportunity, whis-
pering and giggling. Five vears later they hadn’t changed.
Except, Edie thought dismal
going to be the same.

‘Come on - you’re the one getting married on Sat’dy.
You’re s’posed to be happy!’

‘But I am happy!’ Edie wailed, at last bursting into
tears. I want to marry Jack and get away from home and
Mom and everything — I can’t wait. Only I wish I didn’t
have to give up my job. I don’t know how I'm going to
stand it — no more swimming and the Art Club, and it’s
been like family, being here, with you and all the others,
and I’m going to miss you all so much. .’

‘Oh Ede. .’ Ruby put her arm round Edie’s shoulders
and squeezed her tightly. ‘It ain’t going to be the same
here at all without you—’

“--and all afternoon I’ve been thinking — Oh Rube,
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ly, now nothing was ever |

I'm so worried Jack and me’ll end up like our mom and
B =
: dacl;’;uby’s face soured at the thou}gliut of Edie’s mom,
' i the vicious old witch! =
: Ne};iﬁ:rsé}c?ili‘— in a million years. Course you won’t!
As encou;agement she gave Edie anothe_r playfuld p;l;le !;r;
the ribs. “You and Jack’ll get on all ngh,t. ?r; =
round to keep you up on the gossip. But I'm fe ulla v;; ;
yer for going and ﬁ;:iding a husband before me!
could’ve flippin’ waited!”
Uoil.gie enferzl up laughing through her tcars(.{ I;ukiy h::i
always been able to cheer her up. They reached the corn
itty Road. e
= g’lfr?got to go into town for Mom,’ Rub}; sali: : E(l}xf'
wants me to go down ]amaiu:ahIi{mma'iiF _f Ogrei; few bits
at. We ain’t got nothing in =
me;,td?: '-%1;1—]: sto sorry forgRuby these days. I:Innj ciflasehog
a year ago the Bonners’ house and Rub}'r s fami yl : rﬁ ;
been the happiest place Edie knew and she’d sge;)lt a =
time she could round there. The B(_mn,ers ha e%unrhe
make her believe that family life didn’t have to Reb;r >
hard, bitter thing it had always been for her. }]}3‘1:1 bu o
dad dying had changed everything. Ethel, who ‘cein
iolly, plump woman with peroxide hair, fore;:" 'S;:gunﬁ
and laughing, was a sad, grieving widow now. She i
into herself and didn’t seem to be able to snap ojtgo-b .
She was finding it hard to cope with anything anh - iu K,
the oldest and the only girl, had had to take up It es fxch;
Most Saturday nights now she was in town, ha;]e n‘lgas
shopping in the Bull Ring, the st.a].ls lit up wit ka;co L
she sought out the last of t{h]f:e) chl;lckelz:.s :::;IS k;c;i r- s
i of broken bis : 3
?::: thzﬁgfﬁtijzl :;;: ?ngzm to her five brothers as zell as
the main wage-earner at the moment. Ruby always



looked tired out these da
' : : ys. Mostly she mad
1t, but just occasionally she’d say, ‘1 ;nri:hestfil:’c? eftheoj

rope in,” 1 |
proper mom to us again,” in a way which wrung Edie’s

heart.
Ill walk yer to the bus stop,” Edie said. ‘Shall I take

your bag home, save you carryine jt>’
: it?
Ruby handed it over. ‘Ta.’byI 2
= is they waited to cross the Bristol Road she reached
er pocket and pulled out 2 couple of squashed-

she still couldn’t resist eating chocolate. Most people soon

tired of it wh :
e - en surrounded by the smell and sight of it

‘Here y’are’
~ Edie’s blue eyes narrowed with reproach. ¢
in tf'_le, neck vou will, one day. No wonder you've sot
:pﬁt ﬂbh{;tog:_k onfg; {f)t the marzipan diamonds kn;:)d:ed-
* tew Hutly bits off from Ruby’s pocket and 1 i
in her mouth. Cadby - ot o
ry employees were al]
Ehocolgte so0 long as they remained within {zl;weed e
u; taking it home was strictly forbidden.
- ;ﬂﬁy‘gave a sh{ug which made her large bosom
an ‘O:L 5 Wl’zo § going to know? They never noxicc; <
» you're awful,” Edie said, chewing guiltil : h
crossed the road. iy S
Tfilebm"o of them stood side by side as a queue of
gfflf:su:ﬂ;, up for the b!;: t;:: town. Edie enjoyed the feel
» bringing out the freckles on her b
e L er bare forearms.
gan on though, the sleev
to her elbows. It came as sec d : .
s Ond nature, never uncovering
¢ elbow unless she had to
‘ i
:S(I::zﬁ;d ht}i' zghthih;ncli ﬁ;gered the triangle of p;l'[f:
: e which looked so ugly to her. S :
terrible accident, Nellie used to tell people. iidi:’cshs;

factory,

Eise

‘ou’ll ger it |
|

clumsy — walked straight into me when I was bringing
the iron from the fire. Such a shame. That was her mom:
Mrs Marshall, prim stalwart of the Band of Hope temper-

“ance society, never a pin out of place in her home, clothes

starched and ironed into hard lines. That same correct,
upright woman who’d come at her across the back room
that day when she was seven years old. She was ironing
on a blanket on the table, elbows sticking out, thin body
taut with fury. Edie never understood what she’d done to
provoke Nellie that day, except that she was late home
from school, had stopped to play on the way home.
A few minutes after she got home Nellie snatched up
the iron from the fire, teeth bared, eyes burning with
loathing.

“That’ll teach yer!® she spat at Edie as the iron hissed
on her flesh. ‘Hurts, don’t it, see?” No accident. And
afterwards, missing school in a blur of pain and fever.
Making excuses. The shame of it. She uncovered the arm
only when she went swimming. Nothing was going to
stop her doing that, especially not her mom.

She started to feel better. What did she have to cry
about — she was getting married! Getting out of home at
last! She and Jack loved each other, and love always won
over, she told herself. Like in the pictures. For a moment
she saw herself up there on the big screen in Jack’s arms,
their lips moving closer and everything else fading except
the two of them kissing, the violins playing louder and
louder . ..

She was jerked out of her reverie by the sound of a
stifled sob coming from the woman who was standing in
front of Ruby. Edie felt she recognized her. It was hard
to tell her age, but she’d be a bit older than herself
and Ruby, with curling chestnut hair fastened in a bun,
but from which uncontrollable corkscrews of hair had




:;scaped and curled round her fort;head and ears. Th
an(;man had a curvaceous, motherly figure, rather E;us 'c
2 was dressed in a neat tweed skirt, a black cardi -
. u;o;:ei over her white blouse and low-heeled thc:t:gaﬁ
: ;y is : rown shoes. She was weeping quie’tiv gcl
Shzenlsae y into hf:r handkerchief. Edie watched her sljlaka:L:
mo:ti ﬁe;s, pitying her. She could tell the woman w -
. ed at _havmg broken down in the street. She w =
d:::nr; ,; tortowfeshﬁlf spectacles and every so ofz‘en pus}i:de
P to wipe her eyes, but i
We‘r;hre,placed by morg.‘ Edie n!i;egl;; SRslifydid e
e's at Cadbury’s, ain’ 2 i :
= e adbury’s, ain’t she? Clerical, or accounts or
Ruby shrugged. The b j i
sh%:as b he: P:;Ji:z;l. just pulled into view and
¢ Weeping woman fumbled to fing h
: L4
i:}:‘ I;l;it:ilnd;kerchlef droppr:c? to the ground at Eciie};): ;:zt 3:;‘:
i Squa;eagfgaear to notice, Edie picked up the sod;:[en
s cotton and cautiously touched the woman’s
“’Scuse me - you dro i
Scu pped this.
Oh! SFarrled, she turned round,
;a.sse:dg htr)}flm{% to keep her head down
ou.” She had a nice face, Ed; .
kind and friendly, o

red and blotchy.
‘If I had a clean one I’d gjve ; i
give it yer,” Edie said.
- ihe woman glanced up and tried to produce il
her distraught features, ey
Oh - not at all. Bus you're very kind.’ The bys

growled to a halt bes;
e alt beside them and she turned away and

Ruby, one foot on the step
bus moved off, Edie saw Rub

obviously embar-
‘So sorry. Thank
Not a looker, just
even though her eyes and nose uiere

faid, T’ra then.’ As the
Y’s plump features, thick
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hair scraped back from her face as she leaned towards the
window to wave.

Janet Hatton climbed down from the bus in Navigation
Street, her damp handkerchief still clutched in one hand.
Heading for New Street in the soft evening light, she
fumbled in her bag for the packet of Players with shaking
fingers. The packet had long been crushed deep in the
bag with a box of Swan matches, under her little make-
up bag, hanky and purse.

‘Oh no, I never smoke,” she would tell people when
cigarettes were offered round on social occasions. And
she didn’t smoke, at least not in her real life. She lit up,
praying there was no one about who would recognize
her.

She was early. Six o’clock sharp, he’d said. It was a
quarter to. She lingered near the Council House, trying
to make the cigarette last. She always tried not to inhale
much of the smoke as it burned her throat, but she had
come to find comfort in the habit of smoking, the smell
of the unlit tobacco, and in what she felt was its vulgarity.
It would appall Mummy, and that was all part of the
attraction. It made her feel seductive, a woman of the
world suddenly, which even at twenty-five she had never
succeeded in feeling before. Alec’s kisses, the admiration
in his eyes, the way he laughed at things she said, the way
she laughed now, more than ever before, the helpless,
shameful excitement of it all — all these things had become
tied into the smoking of a cigarette, which she had also

never done before she met him, and until ... Oh Lord,
but tonight she despised herself bitterly for it. For all of
it. Tonight all the tobacco tasted of was fear and dread.
The spindly arm of the museum clock said five to six.

11




The cigarette had made her feel sick. Throwing away the
butt, she took out her Powder compact, dabbed her nose
and put on some lipstick, peering into- the little mirror,

enough. At least they hid her red eyes. She smoothed her
cardigan over her hips, patted her hair, turning to look at
her reflection in one of the shop windows. Her shadowy
face looked back, bespectacled, topped by her foolish
mop of curls, the picture. completed by her dismal, gla-
mourless clothes. And she saw what
yet see: a silly, cheap little secretary, duped into carrying
a bastard child.

‘That’s what they’ll all say.’ Her lips actually moved,
“You stupid, ridiculous litt]e fooll”

The despair which had brought on her tears after work
rose up and swamped her again. Janet was so appalled at
herself. Here she Was, a respectable young woman, 2
Quaker who was supposed to have high ideals, throwing
everything away to run helplessly after this man, This
man whose eyes and words and hands shocked her into

In the shop window, another reflection came and stood
beside her own and she jumped.

‘Alec!’

‘Kitten!” He smiled, handsome as ever, and there was
no doubting the warmth jn his smile, but at the same time
his blue eyes were flickering beyond her nervously, to see
if there was anyone who might see them, who might
reveal his secret to Jean, his wife.

‘How’s tricks?’ Alec steered Janet gently but firmly
back along the streer. ‘Come on - got 4 surprise for you,’
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‘Oh,” she said helplessly, while her mind screamed,

: ',
“No! You've got to tell him now!

: nd the corner. Come on!’ :
SIlfeStfgrowed, looking up at the profile ofi t};:rr?:;-i
ho in his need had picked her out, had made ==
dests 1d d honoured. He had a sturdy build, c 11:)5f :
gle:::l; ha:ilr and moustache and a ruddy, cheerfu

Confizijfc? nin Margaret Street he stopped suddenly.

& " ‘
Tl}::ér looked, trying to get her breath. “Where? What

is it?’ There was nothing ejftraordinary, ahcouple of cars

rked at the kerb, a scattering of passers-by. e
PaH ointed at one of the cars. ‘John Spiller’s le o
his ;ulztiu. I told him I had a fev.’r errands to ;’::;1 s
evening. Hop in quickly, will you?’ In case any ;
= fl?uzsilec no! Look, there are things I need to ksayeto
you ll\nd 1’said to Mummy I shouldn’t be back very
Iatflﬁnd ou won’t be.” He slipped off his ]?ckl::t iz;i
smiled rgassuringly at her across the roof {:‘\C(tmfe Dn:
fingers tapping, wanting to be off and away.

kitten — we can talk on the way.
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Edie walked do

Two

wn Charlotte Road, one of 4 little grid of

streets tucked, along with

engineering wo
main road, the

streets was long enough
tughtly packed terraces fa
of back garden with ou

his family. The side

Charlotte, Minnie an
Charlotte Road sloped
t

rks, into a

the infirmary and the Alliote
pocket of land between the

wharf and the railway. Each of the four

fpr two rows of forty or more
t‘::ing each other, their tiny strips
tside lavatories and wash-houses

’

century, he named the streets af
road was Kitty Road it fot
i ¥ Road, and off it fed

gently downhill in the direction

of the works and the wharf behind it. The Marshalls’

house
» number twenty-seven, was about half-way down

short, barrel-chested man
3

always scrubbed cle
possible. As a small a;;I 3§§?nr from home as much 25

and deliver 2 message to

stepped in her buttoned boot

e had sometimes had to go

him, self-conscious s she
s through the door, into that

mysteriou
y $ aura of sweat and shaving cream and male
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banter, of fuzzy little piles of hair sweepings on the floor.
Some of them would say, ‘Awright bab — Dennis, ’ere’s
ver littI'un come for yer!” and tease her or chuck her

- cheeks. This was her father’s little kingdom. The one

place he seemed happy.
Jack’s family, the Weales, lived at number forty-seven.

The front of the house badly needed a lick of paint, and
as she passed, she could hear Mrs Weale’s voice raised,
moaning as usual, along the entry. Jack wouldn’t be back
in yet. Edie hurried past, threads of her prospective
mother-in-law’s voice trailing after her down the road.
She and Jack were rescuing each other.

Rodney, her ten-year-old brother, was out playing on
the pavement with a bunch of other kids. You could see
his carrot-topped head a mile off, flying after a “cat’ — the
little block of wood used for ‘tipcat’, their game craze of
the moment. Seeing Edie they shouted, ‘Eh, Rodney’s

sister — gorrany choclit for us?’
“You know I ain’t, so why bother asking?’ she

retorted.

Rodney, playing the big man in front of his pals,
thumbed his nose at her.

‘Same to you.’ She went down the entry and along the
little path to the back of number twenty-seven, then
realized she was still carrying Ruby’s bag. Sticking her
head through the open back door, through which drifted
the smells of boiled greens and Bisto, she shouted, ‘Mom
~ I’m back! Just dropping Ruby’s overall round.” She
didn’t expect a reply and didn’t get one.

Ruby lived in Glover Road. When she and Edie had
met at their first Cadbury’s interview, aged fourteen, Miss
Dorothy Cadbury, with her kind eyes, old-fashioned
clothes and hair coiled into ‘headphone’ plaits above her
ears, had set them some little puzzles to do, then checked
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;i:lz;rksha‘l?dshandhnails. No one would be taken on at the
e T;E;ysh:da v;:a::'[ts Li;:)'r other blemishes on thejr
s ske i 1 i
i Tk €M questions, starting with
‘October the nineteenth. nj
“Nth, nineteen-twenty,” Edie said
Mis\':/fg:r c}){tﬁbyf, next ;in line, offered the same ansa:ve;r
Y frowned. i :
il I mean your date of birth,” she
B’I;?;; is mme,;lFLuby said, going red. ‘It’s the same.’
_ accepted by Cadbury’s was
in the area, a cause for celebrat; B i
. ration. It meant pood
work in a clean atmosphere with hoﬁdaysg edi.’ttfat:iacgl}:

treatment and all sorts of sports and

and only time she could ever remember her mother bein
ookl W’ltfl her. “Of course our Edie’s going
bonrs - Aad aabury’s,” she boasted snootily to the neigh-
revol‘;ed l:oude[t)ﬁr o ; Pfl ace as well. Their lives had
= € WOrks tor the t ;
bing round their work stati Past nive years: scrub-
: station i
off in four, the trips and Picrlic'z‘.mry Friday, one Satur day

Next door to the Bonners lived a2 My Vintner, who’d

in th

Vintner’), but now Ede thought, poor soul, and went

and accepted 1 i
: epted a humbug from the Jirtle white bag he held

‘Thanks, Mr Vintner.’ id. ¢ i
He nodded at her soler:;nﬁrl.e sy s e

Smudge, the Bonners’ mongrel, was panting in 2 patch
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of shade in the yard, and the back door was flung open.
The smell that came out was a rank mixture of damp,
stale cooking, a hint of booze. Ethel had always liked a
ot of the hard stuff. These days it was more than a tot.
£die dreaded going there now. Every day when she was
younger, she’d run round there as soon as she could.
There was always something going on at the Bonners’
Souse — the five boys up to all sorts: football, marbles, -
roaring up and down the street on home-made go-karts.
Sid and Ethel had worked in the theatre, in variety, before
they married. He was a pianist and she sang and danced.
Ethel gave it up when the kids came along, while Sid
carned regular money playing irregular hours for pubs,
=2 dances, ballet schools, and, like his father, by tuning
pianos. Often, when Edie arrived at the house, she heard
music floating out, jolly popular songs and dance tunes,
and Ethel singing along, No, No, Nanette or songs from
Hit the Deck in her strong, gravelly voice. Not now
though. Edie tapped on the door and heard Ethel shout,
“Who is 1t?’

‘It's only me — Edie!” She feared that Mrs Bonner
might ask her in and sit staring at her with her sad,
bloodshot eyes, hair streaky grey now the bleach had
grown out.

Ruby’s six-year-old brother, the youngest of the fam-
iy, appeared in a filthy, torn vest and a pair of shorts
which reached half-way down to his ankles.

‘Awright Edie,” he grinned.

‘Can’t stop, Alfie,” she said quickly, putting the bag on
the floor just inside the door. ‘Just dropping off Ruby’s
swimming things. She’s gone into town to get you all
some tea. She’ll be home soon.’

Edie walked sadly up the road, dodging the kids who
were playing out. It felt terrible slinking away from the
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Bonners as fast as she could
: - Not long ago she’d h
Sone anything to be round there where itg felt safe a:r‘tj
ver};)?le was kind! Everything she did this week ham-
}r:':ere ome the message that her life was changing and
g:i: :n}.;c:h she v;as acll)out to lose. In marrying Jack, she’d
: ome and independence of a sort, b Fhel

swim today had been what set h i
Memories kept flooding back. e

She and Ruby_ had been together rhrog.lgh the Cad-

;):h:;;tise ha}Y}: endeg when they were fourteen As well
jects like arithmetic and histo 'd
ry, they’d
plays,_ been taken on outings — trips along th};mCL?tn,
Ef.sr:p;ng at Holyhead - and got plenty of physical exer-
- It was because of Cadbury’s that Edie had learned

rl(;pe rleupd their middle and she held the other end and
>houted instructions, hauling them alon
; g the pool. R
;;zis tiz;e_of those people who just took to itliike a z‘lilsbh}r
; L 3
S nstructor, Miss Proctor, scared the wits out of

‘She just lets '

: you go under all the time,” she’d
plamec.[ after one of Miss Proctor’s gruelling sessions Cf;fn’
not Cg)img back to her. Ill never learn to swim. -

yes you will’ Ruby said. Both of
: . th
fifteen then. Patiently, week after week, Ruby ET& :erc?
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Edie’s chin and told her what to do, gently towing her
=p and down the pool until her limbs started to cooperate
and she gained the confidence to go on her own. By the
end of the year she was happily swimming lengths. Edie
adored swimming, the glowing feeling it left you with.
Part of it was the lovely showers, with their half-moon-
shaped enclosures and endless supply of hot water.

There were all the other activities too. Ruby was part
of the Bournville amateur dramatics group and Edie had
discovered she could draw quite well and joined the Art
Club. It had been her favourite thing. Now she was
getting married, she’d have to give all that up.

“You can still come - you can be my guest,” Ruby had
told her recently.

But already Edie could sense a distance between them
and her heart was heavy. If only she didn’t have to give

up work things would be perfect.

Seated beside Alec in the car, Janet watched his deft hands
with their little tufts of dark hair as they turned the
wheel, shifted gears.

He glanced at her. “You're quiet. Everything all right?’

She nodded, staring out through the windscreen. Tiny
flies kept colliding with it, pinned there, helpless. She
tried to arrange words in her mind. She’d wait until
they’d cleared the middle of town-and get him to stop
somewhere. By the time they passed the Moseley Baths
Alec was talking fluently about Herr Hitler and
Germany. Was there going to be a war as so many were
saying? He thought not. Of course we were wrong to let
them take Czechoslovakia, but sometimes a price had to
be paid to keep the peace. No one would be so foolish as
to start another war like the last lot.
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‘It’s such a nice evening, I thought we’d go out into
the country, Henley-in-Arden maybe. See what we
fancy.” When Janet didn’t reply, Alec looked at her
again. ‘Are you sure you're all right? You look a bit off-
colour.’

‘I do feel rather queasy.” This was the truth. She’d felt
queasy on and off all day. ‘Look—’ He was driving
through King’s Heath, ‘Let’s g0 into the park. It’s lovely
at this time of year.’

‘But darling, I was hoping we could be 2 bjt more
private.’

I know what you were hoping, she thought. Every
time they met now was an excuse for lovemaking. As
soon as they had crossed that threshold, the talking had
stopped.

‘Please.” She spoke sharply. ‘I need to get out.’

He sighed impatiently and parked the car at the edge
of the park. That sigh of his decided her. She would not
tell him. If she told him everything he would have to be
involved. He'd take over. And her mother might have to
know. Better just to deal with it herself, somehow,

In the park he took her arm. ‘Well, this is nice,” he said
grudgingly, as they walked up towards trees. He moved
his lips close to her ear. ‘But I was hoping to have you
tonight. I need you so badly, darling.’

‘Alec—" Janet stopped and stood square in front of
him. ‘Please. Enough. We have to stop this.’

His dark brows pulled into a frown. ‘Buc I thought . . .
You've enjoyed yourself, haven’t you? I thought we were
in this together?” He tried to take her arm again, saying
resentfully, “You’ve certainly seemed to be enjoying your-
self.*

Janet blushed. ‘Don’t, Alec.’ She looked at her feet in
their white summer sandals. “What we are doing is wrong.
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W= have to stop it and if you're not prepared to do it,
it’ll have to be me.’
*c‘%::t—’ He put his hands on her shoulders. 2
“What if I was to fall pregnant?’ she flared at him.
“FHave you thought about that?’ 2
“But darling, I’ve always been careful!
“Not always.’ : .
Thgv IoolZed into each other’s eyes. That one t;;n;
ceic only whole day out together, in Wales, w! ti :
ended late into the evening, into ma_lkmg l?ve o1 >
:;d in the dark. ‘It’s so much nicer without,” he’d said.
1271l be all right, darling, just this once ...

“You're . .. not — are you?” he said now. e

Janet swallowed. Oh, if only she could tell him, have
fum take everything on, take away the terror that ca}rlne
over her at night when the reality of wiat w;s facing i :;

idea what she was go
chilled through her. She had no i
- d to this.’

“No. But I want an en  this. _

Heoheard her coldness. His hands slid from her.a11 .

“‘Oh. I see.” He sighed again, looked up at t.he pale sky
sbove the trees. ‘Well — I suppose, all good things . ..

od there, at a loss for a moment. '

?niysi)t:ry > she said. Her chest ac:hed v-_r1d1 tears but
she remained’dry-eyed. It had to be l{k& this. She 1chadﬂto
face the future herself, without entangling him, his aflc:lli;f.
That was unthinkable. And she didn’t want him deciding
e her. ’ ‘
mflg’csi fl:?;t:n:i'rdrive you back then.” She was silent. Janet
— d’you really mean this?” ;

Her eyes met his, steadily. ‘Yes.
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Three

Edie leant up on h
= Hufbanr::[ : er elbow and looked down at her
It was the mornin i i
. g after their wedd
w[;oken n utter bewilderment when esh::nsgawangl: hlf =
ia{z (i;ve her, and J;:he lopsided slant of the room W?};iﬁ
caven was she? The room over the p '
at Kidderminster! Her weddi e
‘ ! ing night. Everythi
;:;al-ﬂﬁie st:wtfllumpi; ma‘ittress, the stiff {,‘()l:tc;nmg:ft hl;-gnfeej:
‘ » the unfamiliar rhythm of doo i
closing dO‘.’VI'lSIalrS and the hot heaviness o?saﬁpeg 1ngb .
the other side of the bed. ok
She slid her hand across 4
: : nd touched Jack’s b
Zrel;inﬂat, like a wall, just as it had felt last night wal-lcfz; }}:ifj
ﬂushe(;n“t?i o;; her, leaving that sticky mess behind, Sﬁe
e shame. Surely it wasn’t supposed to be like
She pushed herself 1 i
; P to look at him, over k;
thin shoulder, naked except for his singlet. AJTrsliu : Pallfl’
seeTwas dthe bruised portion of his face -
uesday, the evening they’d oki i
: ; gone looking for lod
is:e d called at his fxouse. Mrs Weale, his sicl%ly?i;o?n ggiis-,
api ::rtlxczll, zzﬁcd h;n'll i?(wn. There was a pause therll:, Jack
: an . 2 .y
e anky in the doorway. Edie’s hand
‘Oh my God, Jack — what’y
_ od, e you done?’
The right side of Jack’s normally impish face was barely
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recognizable. His eye had almost disappeared into the
swelling and his cheek was a swollen purple mess. The
other side of his face, Edie could see, wore a decidedly
sheepish expression.

“Bit of a fight,” he admitted indistinctly, looking down
at his grubby boots.

‘And it’s worse than that, Mrs Weale complained,
folding her arms in a way which immediately made Edie
feel like taking Jack’s side. ‘Go on then — are you going
to tell her, or am I?’

Jack suddenly strode over, hoiking Edie’s arm. ‘Come
on, Ede — we’re going out.’

‘Jack — just tell me!

‘Come to the park and I'll tell yer.’

‘But Jack—’ She stopped outside, exasperated to the
point of fury. “We’re s’posed to be going over Fordhouse
Lane — to look at the rooms.” She peered more closely at
him. “What a sight you look,” she said tearfully.” You've
got to go to our wedding Sat’dy looking like that.’

“Thing is, Ede...” Jack began. ‘It were that bastard
Scottie MacPherson.” She could hear his anger, feel him
tense up at the very mention of his name. He’d had a
long-running feud with Scottie. Whenever Jack, Frank
and the other mates he knocked about with ran into
Scottie, it was like a red rag to a bull. Edie even suspected
they’d forgotten what the original grudge was about. If it
hadn’t been Scottie it’d be someone else — that was just
how they were.

“We ‘ad a set-to outside the Dog last night. And then I
were late for work this morning. Very late. And they
took one look at me and said I’'d had enough

warnings . ..
Edie’s heart sank even lower. “They let yer go, daint

they?’
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e

ve

8ot enough to put down for that
€ rent, but after that jp’s up to you ’t
ob somewhere. Whar're we going 1o

Mrs Smedley for th
I can find a little j
tell her?’

‘She don’t need to know Pve
find summar else. | always do
We'll soon be on our own wi’
the‘ time. It’ll be all right. You’

Trust yer? Edie exploded.
Look at the state of yer!’

|a(.‘k I]leged hEI as tll&} Walked SloW P, Slde b;’ SldE.
I - -
3 & |

tickling the back of h
catch the bus to Stirchiery_neck as she dragged him off ¢o |

1 Aw, Edie - don’t be like that. I won’t
! .
Pals once we're married. ] ’aye to ser

lost my job - 1y soon ‘
don’t I? Don’t fret, love. |
thout them al| nagging all |
V€ gOt to trust me.’ '

I could bloody £;ls yer! §

be out with my |
tle down then, |

won’t [?*
‘It ain’t funp !
& Yy Jack. And yes, f
fighting — be more responsible, Yezcl?k o7 g0k fe 2

e a grear bi '-
you lads, that you are.’ - e

He slj i :
o b, BR helf.::iiclidhis arm round her and she

come round. ‘Let’s go and see
little nest sorted out, eh?’
No thanks to you,” Edje grumbled.

“You're getti 2
o getting wed on Sat dy_. Look on the bright

see she was beginnin
g to
that Mrs Smedley - get our

nose.

o —— e
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OW my job finishes as soon as I'm af

‘’m gunna ’ave to look on the bright side of your face

could yer?* Edj
i Lo E_dle was enraged by__ggemgl zn’ all,’ she said. “You great big Charlie.’

The swelling had subsided completely by their wed-

ding day, but the whole area had turned a rainbow

mixture of blue, mauve and yellow and she’d felt embar-
rassed and disappointed in him, especially when Jack’s
friends made ribald jokes about his exploits. And her
mom had loved it of course, sweeping into church all
dressed up, peering snootily down her nose at the Weales
from under the brim of that big hat. The photographer
had arranged it so that Jack and Edie stood sideways on
in the wedding picture, so the good half of his face was
showing, she looking up at him, as she only came up to

* his chest.

The day had gone well enough. Edie’s mom and dad
had concealed their differences, or at least ignored each
other all day. Her mom had made a great to-do over

| Edie’s wedding dress, forcing her into an elaborate crépe

and lace creation with a long skirt and a short overskirt,
when Edie would rather have had something pretty and
simple. But, oh no, Nellie was going to make sure things
were done in style, even if Edie was marrying a Weale.
Otherwise Nellie hadn’t said a word to her, not even her
last night at home before the wedding. No motherly
advice, nothing. Thank goodness for Ethel Bonner.
Ruby’s mom had roused herself enough to advance Edie’s
education on the intimate realities of married life.

‘I don’t s’pose Nellie iron bloomers will've said a
word to her, poor wench,” Ethel said. So at least Edie had
been prepared in theory, even if the reality turned out to
be a mortifying disappointment.

Edie had wondered if her mother was reconciled to
her marrying Jack, but as she processed back along the
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aisle of St Andrew®
ew’s church as 2 i
. ma A : .
atm, proud of how sm rried woman on Jack? Back tomorrow — we're not going to Australia! You come

(except for his black
k eye) and holding her [ierla o
:; ‘:Y'C;Sf:‘;:dijcii carnations, she caught hegr if{i:ﬁztji Eoﬂqueg
e r{};e}’ed €xpression on her face which Z}iﬁng
L € thought, Oh wel], Mom, it’s doge e a:a;

never wanted me all :
Teally, either of ¥ i
ou, so now you’ve got

shot of me. She ¢4
- ohe tried to forger k :
er
later when she as out i g bltterneis & momerg
eing pelted

Cadbury girls. A | :
: thought h ,, - 4ilump rose in
family to her over the years, ;ﬁe t;‘:jf ge?;er{ more of a

to =3 . *
h Rube—* Edje ’kxssed her, laughing and cpy;
make-up’l] seare running! And P fc)gggmagt
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art he looked in h; : 3 .
n his wedding sui and see me as soon as Jack and me are in our new place.’

“You won’t keep me away!” Ruby sniffed, trying to
smile.

They hugged each other tight and Edie felt a deep
pang on parting with her as she and Jack left to catch the

. train. This was the end of an era for them and Ruby was

the one being left behind. The next morning, lying beside
her new husband, Edie wondered if Ruby felt even half
as desolate as she did.

Easing herself up in bed, she sat with the bedclothes
over her knees, her fiery hair loose over her shoulders.

- Arms folded, she instinctively stroked the scar on her
- arm with her fingers, as she did whenever she felt ill at
. ease. There was a little gabled window from which she

could see a sward of grass, a gate, and sheep dotted 1n the
distance. A dog was barking somewhere and drifting up
the stairs came the smell of frying bacon.

Jack stirred slightly in his sleep. He looked very
voung, with his eyes closed and face relaxed. He was tall
and thin, malnourished-looking, with hard, knotted
muscles and very pale skin. Edie watched him, dreading
him waking. He seemed such a stranger lying there. And
now she had to spend the rest of her life with him! What
on earth had she let herself in for? And what could they
say to each other after last night’s fiasco?

When they had reached the pub the evening before, the
landlady led them through to a dark little room with a
beamed ceiling, laid before them bowls of oxtail soup and
pulled a pint of bitter for Jack. She looked rather know-
ingly at him, seeing his bruised face, and Edie was embar-
rassed. The glass of cider she requested also went straight
10 her head and made her feel muzzy. She’d changed out
of her wedding dress and into a new shirtwaister she’d
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also made

erself in pree
and was very pleased wf)th th

poplin see

Jack looked up from his Soup and smiled e
. ere
- Bim to sweep her into his arms like they did in the

for h y

lovely, Ede. Dig you make it

She beamed back at him,

so pleased with j; — and the vei]

Jack frowned.

Now we ¢
like?

everyone el

mind all the time

0 20 upstaj

an get down to jt ¢

wirls of
_ :Ways l-?f[fil; ;m:hgreen, say she’d wanted them to either. A kiss and cuddle was
flowing f, TUNg to caress her glim waist, faHt? > £1€ softigice enough.
g folds. She wanted Jack ng in soft,;

to say how nice it was but .

wedding dress, Jack? she

- There were only a couple of mep besides them

£

“Veil? Oh ar — vej]. It were a good day. |

3,
a0t we — being married, |

_ se. Now they had all the ,:
neither of them knew what 1o do Mihtl;leAt:;Yint;efL
. e’s

Is,

Thanks to Ethe]s foresight,

They latched the door behind them and Jack stood
nning at her. Edie’s hands were cold despite the
armth of the evening and her legs felt peculiar, a con-
dition not made any better by the cider. She was certain
it was the first time for Jack as well. She didn’t think he
looked nervous, but when he came and put his hands on
fer shoulders, she could feel he was trembling.

“Oh, Jack.” She smiled, touched by this, and waited for

It took m we ks W EV (] and {CI : E
c e 1
- I as er | Dactar

Ethel had suggested things might feel rather nice. She
closed her eyes and raised her face to him.

‘Now then,” she heard him say. “’Ere’s the moment
we've been waiting for.’

She was reassured by the way he put his arms tightly
round her, just held her, warmly, for 2 moment.

“We're married, Jack — can yer believe it?’ she said.

“And I do love yer.’




